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ment of the colony without asking people
to impose fresh taxation upon themselves,
particularly as in many instances the people
concerned ean ill-afford to undertake the
added obligation. This matter ig of parti-
cular importance to the people on the Gold-
fields as tuberenlosis is a secondary disease
that in many instanees develops consequent
upon the industrial diseases, such as sili-
cosis, whish are so common among workers
in the goldmines.  If this problem were
tackled seriously, it would mean much sav-
ing in the present great waste of buman
life. I fael surve that members will agree
that it 4s more important to save the lives
of Austealinns than to hunt the Continent
for immigrants. I have much pleasure in
supporting the motion.

On motipn by Hen, J. A. Dimmitt, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.1 p.m,

Tegislatine Assembly.

Wednesday, 20th August, 1947.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

SHIPPIXG, INTERSTATE.
As to Tonnage of Imports.
Mr. GRAHAM (on nottcc) asked the
Chief Secretary:
What was the total tonnage of imports

which arrived at Fremantle from the East-
ern Stntes during—
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{a} the last three months of the Wise
Government's term of office;

(b} the first thrce months of the Me-
Larty Government's term of office?
The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(a} 89,095 tons (January, February and

March, 1947).

(b) 76,177 tons (April, May and Junc,
1947).

IIon, A, R. G. Hawke: Well!

MOTOR LICENSE FEES.
As to Granting Reduction.

Mr, GRAHAM (on notice) asked the At-
torner Geaeral:

{1) For what veasons were the license feos
for motor vehicles inereased as from the

1st July Iast?

{2) In view of the present restriciions on
the supply of petrol to consumers and the
proposed furthey reduetion as recently an-
nounced, will action be taken to grant im-
mediate relief to motorists by away of re-
duced motor vehicle licenses, together with
rebates to those who have already paid ex-
cess amounts?

(3) IE not, why not?

The ACTING PREMIER (for the At-
torney General) replied:

(1) {a) Loeal Government Group Associa-
tions urged the vepeal of the 25 per cent.
reduetion on license fees on petrel-driven
vehicles, The Traiffiec Branch of the Police
Department also favoured restorafion.

{b) As at the 1st July a great proportion
of motorists were veceiving very substantial
use from their vehieles not only for business
but also for pleasure. Observations on roads
at week-ends and holidays' and ordinary
traffic at other times indicated how sub-
stantial was the approach to normal use.

(c) The concession was originally granted
at a time when petrol was at a premium and
most private vehicles almost stationary, and
husiness vehicles heavily restricted unless
they msed gas producers, Consequently gas
prodncer vehicles reecived no reduetion,

(4} There are scarcely any gas producers
in use now and it is obvious, therefore, that
the romaval of the restrictions had heen so
considerable as to render their use unneces-
sary.
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{e) The reduction was not granted until
after severe restrictions on the nse of petrol
were impesed. When petrol rationing first
started no reduction was made and the
quantity of petrol allowed was fairly con-
siderable, approximating that now con-
templated.

(f) The position of local authorities had
to be considered. Road-making costs have
greatly increased, as have all other costs.
It is necessary for them to expend money
on roads, and mofor vehicle license fees
form a substantial portion of their revenue.
The lack of good road maintenance is detri-
mental to the motoring public, Cabinet
agreed to the increase as from the 1st July,
1947,

(2) and (3) Action cannof be taken to re-
fund to owners any portion of the license
fees already paid unless a request is made
in each ease by each licensing authority in
the State for ministerial approval to do so.

CHIEF JUSTICE, RETITREMENT.
As to Tabling Files.
Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) .asked the
Attorney General:
'Will he lay on the Table of the Hbuse
the files relating to the retirement and grani-

ing of a pension, to the ex-Chief Justice
{Sir John Northmore)?

The CHIEF SECRETARY (for the At-
torney General) replied:

Yes.

HOUSING.
As to Prefabricated Homes, Timber
Requirements, cte. ,

Mr. REYNOLDS (on notice) asked the
Premier: .

(1) Have prefabricated houses heen pur-
chased in the Eastern States for erection in
Western Australia?

{2) If so, what is the cost per house
landed here?

(3) What is the cost of erection?

(4) How much local timber will he re-
quired for each house?

(5} How long will it take to ereet these
houses?

(6) Are any of these houses being pur-
chased from the Myers Emporium, of Mel-
hourne?

(7) How nfany tons of Western Austra-
lian timber will be used for the 3,800 houses
promised by him for 19487
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(8) When can Donnybrock expect com-
pletion of the four homes for which tenders
were recently called?

The ACTING PREMIER (for the Pre-
mier) replied:

(1), (2), (3}, (1), and {H) In associa-
tion with the Department of Works
and Housing and with the Vietorian
Housing Commission, arrangements are
heing made to bring to this State wall
sections and other components of one
prefabricated conerete home of a type being
manufactured in Vietoria. The purpose is to
test the strueture under Western Australian
conditions, Costs and quantities are not avail-
able at present.

(6) No.

(7) No such promise was made, but ap-
proximately 80,000 tons would be required
to construct 3,800 houses, which is the tar-
get set by the Commonwealth for this
State for the current year. REvery effort
will be mnde to achieve that target,

(8) A tender for a contract for five homes
at Donnybrook has been accepted and con-
traet will be signed this week. It is hoped
that eonstruction will shortly he commenced
and the houses completed within six months.

KOQOLAN ISLAND IRON-ORE.
As to Ezemption to Leaseliolders.

Hon. A- A. M, COVERLEY (on notice)
asked the Minister representing the Minister
for Mines:

(1) Is it the intention of the Government
to grant any further exemption from lahour
copditions to the present leaseholders of
Koolan Island iron-ore deposits at the ex-
piration of the present exemption?

(2) If so, for what renson and under
what conditions?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) The matter is now under considera-
tion,

(2) Answered by No. 1.

WATER SUPPLIES
As to Goldfields Reticulation Finances,

Mr. MARSHALL (on notice) asked the
Minister for Water Supply:

‘What was the loss or profit, as the case
may be, of all departmentally controlled
reticulation systems supplying Goldfields
towns, including Ealgoorlie, at the 30th
June, 19474
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The MINISTER replied:

The aceumulated surplus or loss in the re-
tienlated Goldfields Water Supply towns a$
at 30th June, 1947, are as follow:—

Accumulated Accumulated

Surplus. Loss.
£ &
Blg Bell, from 1937-38 2,145
Cue-Day Dawn . 36,611
Leonora .. .y s . 38,259
Megkathprra . . 21,587
Reedy, from 1937-38 .. 1,679
Goldfislds Water Bupply 2,184,431
Totals 3,824 2,245,868
RATLWAYS.

Ay to Refreshment-Room Finances.

Mr. MARSHALL (on notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
the monthly financial statements of depart-
mentally controlled refreshment-rooms
since their inception?

The MII}'ISTER replied :
The firancial results from ingeption to

the end of June are not yet finalised, bus
information will be supplicd later.

EDUCATION.

As to Candidates for Scholarski}a
Examination.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (on nolice) asked
the Minister for Education:

(1} Wil any child of the required age,
whose intention to be a candidate for this
year’s scholarship examination has been
made known to the Education Department
within the proper time, be permitted to sit
for the examination despite failure to pass
the preliminary test whieh has heen given?

(2} If not, under what power can such
children be exzeluded from takmg the
scholarship examination?

The MINISTER replied: I ask that this
question be postponed.

Hon. J.-T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Minister: Following on the Min-
ister’s request to have the question post.
poned, is he aware that the examination
is to take place this week?

The MINTIRTER replied: I understand
that that is so. I am having the matter
investigaied and will reply to the hon. mem-
ber in full tomorrow.

'y
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.
s to Completing Roleystone Extension, ete.

Mr. WILD (on natice) asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

(1) Is the shdrtage of high voltage trans-
mission insulators the only reason for the
non-completion of the power supply to
Roleystone?

(2) 1f “Yes” is the answer o question
No. 1, then how many insulators are now
required to complete the job?

{3) If “No" ig the answer to question
No. 1, what equipment is required and how
much ?

(4) How many msulators of a similar type
needed for the high power transmission
lines on the extension to Roleystone have
been received by the Electricity Commis-
sion in Western Australia since the 1st
January, 1947¢

The MINISTER replied:

{1) No,

(2) —

(3) Materials in short supply are high
tension insulafors and poles for low ten-
StOn services.

(4) 234 high tension insulators have heen
received since lst January, 1947, all of
whieh have been used for urgent mainten-
ance wirk.

w

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. E. H EBALL ((eraldton)
[4.41]: May I add my congratulations to

,¥ou, Sir, on being elevated to the high posi-

tion of Speaker of this Assembly. I feel
quite sure that yon will uphold the tradi-
tions of the office, T wounld also extend my
congratulations to the member for York
on his elevation fo the position of Chairman
of Committees, and I desire to congratulate
those members who have been returned to
this Assembly for the first time and to sym-
pathise with the members who have been
defeated.

I would like to express my desire that two
former very fine members of this Chamber
will be spared to enjoy many happy years
in retirement. They are gentlemen who, 1
am sure—though, bhaving formerly bLieen
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associated with another place, I did not
come in c¢lose eontact with them as members
of this House—stand deservedly high in the
estimation of the whole of the people of
Woestern  Australia. I refer to Messrs:
Stubbs and Wilson. May. they long be
spared to enjoy their well-earned rest!

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL:, It would be very
unfitting and unbecoming of me to fail to
pay tribute to the gentleman I follow as
representative of the constitueney of Ger-
allton, Hon. J. C. Willcock, I cannot hope
to reach the heights attained by that gentle-
man

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: ~——either in the

political sphere or in the good that he did
for the people I now have the honour to
represent. I ean only say that I shall en-
deavour to do my very best and no more
than that can any man do. I well remem-
ber when he was first returned to Parlia-
ment, and I say unhesitatingly that he was
the first member in my memory who devoted
his whole time to the job. I think it was
largely that whieh contributed to his hold-
ing the seat for so many years. I have
always maintained and still majntain that
a position in the Parhament of this Siate
or any other State is a full-time job.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Hear, hear!®

Hon. E. H. H. JALL: The reason that
we do not make the progress I think we
are entitled to expect to make is that too
many members of both Houses of Parlia-
ment treat the job as somewhat of a sideline.

I will now deal with the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech, and the first item
{ vome to is the most important one
of the relationship
the Commonwealth Government and the
State Government. I econcur entirely
with a statement made here that in the great
task of re-construction and development
that confronts the State, our Ministers arve
keenly desirons of co-operating with the
Commonwealth Government: but 1 desire to
say very decidedly that I consider that first
and foremost there is a job to be done, and
if the State Government finds it impossible
to aceomplish that job it should have ne
hesitation at all in nrging on the Common-
wealth Government the necessity of doing
59.

existing  between °
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Referriny to unemployment, the Speech
states “Unemployment is at a minimum.” I
am glad to think that it is; but I will quote
from “The West Australian” of the 17th of
last month figures compiled by the Govern-
ment Statistician as affecting the whole
of the Commonwealth. Aedording to these
figures we find that during the ten months
ended the 30th April, the Soecial Services
Departuwent paid out £1,416,711 in bepefits
to 141,895 persoms. The main causes of
unemployment are given as men on strike
and in lock-outs, 13,473; seasonal work,
8,510; power rationing, 8422;  The fact
that strikes me is that we are paying un-
employment benefits, through the Common-
wealth, to men who are out on strike.

Mr, Marshall: That is not quite right;
it is those workers who are unemployed be-
cause of other workers heing on strike,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is what ¥
thought, hut“hese figures refer to men on
strike and this is compiled by the Common-
wealth Statistician. The next item in the
Speech deals with revenue and ewpenditure.
It is manifestly impossible for the State
Government—and it does not matter which
party oeeupies the Treasury bench—to do
its doty to this State by and large. West-
ern Australia is a great, undeveloped,
sparsely populated State; and without
special Commonwealth finaneial assistance
we will be nnable to do the job that should
he done, We are talking about getting
people here but we eannot do that unless
we have sometbing for them to do. There
are big public works projeets which should
be in hand but which eannot be initiated
without money; but the State has not the
money to do (he job. That being so, we will
he unable to people this State as it should
he peopled not only for the benefit of West-
ern Australia but for the benefit of the
whole Commonwealth.

We listened to the member for Trwin-
Moore the other evening during his very
interesfing and informative speech in con-
neetion with primary production. If pri-
mary productien is fo he developed as it
ought to be in this State, more attention
must be given to making available to pri-
mary producers plant and machinery fo
enable them to produce gonds ahd get them
to market. The membcer for Irwin-Moore
also dealt with wheat marketing and stahi-
lisation and treated us to a very informative

o



[20 Aceust, 1947.]

and interesting address. I have nothing to

add to his remarks except to say that T

think the record of accomplishment under
what is known as the Co-op. Bulk Handling
Scheme is worthy of speeial mention. The
Co-operative Bulk Handling Company hor-
rowed £600,000 fo equip approximately 280
sidings and that money was all repaid to
the lenders by 1943.

Up to that time a conservative estimate
of the saving to the wheatgrowers was
€2,000,000. With the increase in the price
of bags, the savings have increased pro-
gressively until this year the wheatgrowers
of Western Australia have been saved no
less than £1,250,000 in the price of bags
alone, without taking into consideration the
saving in labour. Tt sounds like a tale from

“The Arabiad Nighis,” but it is true that.

every grower who put wheat into Co-op.
Bulk IHandling Ltd. automatically became
a shareholder in an asset that today is
valued at something like £1,000,000 or
£1,500,000. I know of no record to equal
that put up by this great eo-operative
society, .
Mr. Ackland: It is worth £500,000.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T am indebted to the
member for Irwin-Moore for the correction.
1 come next to the testing for T.B. of dairy
cattle, and I am pleased to be able to con-
gratulate the Government on the fact that,
though it has only been in oflice for such a
short time, it has already taken action in
this matter. The delay on the part of the
past Government was incxcusable. I hope
that attention will now be given to the test-
ing of herds supplying milk to country
towns. '

With a Minister and a Director, both of
whom are returned men—the Director being
a man who on all sides is admitted to be of
outstanding ahility—I look forward with
every confidence to an aceelerntion in the
allotment of land to returned men. We arve
told -that a Bill will be introduced during
the session to amend the Rural Relief Fund
Act., Such an amendment is long overdue
and it is satisfactory to note that this Gov-
., ernment intends to bring in that amend-
ment. The goldmining industry which is of
sueh great importance to this State, is de-
serving of every assistance and considera-
tion, and particularly of special financial
assistance from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. There are members in this House bet-
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ter aecquainted than T am with the gold-
mining industry, but, baving for so long
represeuted a province in which goldmining
has played an important part, I gladly add
my advoeagy to the plea for consideration
being given to this indusiry that has con-
tributed so much to the progress of my
native State.

The next item in His Excellency's Speech
is coal. As we were told the other evening—-
comparisons are odions—eoal is a Dbasie
industry and of the greatest importance to
any country. I listened with interest to the
speech of the member for Collie. He is a
man of whom we heard a lot hefore his’
advent into this House, and I feel that we
should pay due attention to any statements
that he makes. I took note of some of his
remarks, He said the conditions under
which the miners have to work are revolting.
He used the term “revolting,” and called
on the present Government to protect the
lives of the miners by lessening the risks
under which they work. He said, “I earn-
estly make the plea that the present Govern-
ment will do its utmost to proteet the lives
of the men engaged in the mines.” For 2
man belonging to the Labour party to have
ubtered those words and to bave made that
plea to the present Government, after the
Party to which he belongs having been in
power for so many years—for the member
for Collie to tell this House that the con-
ditions under which these unfortunate men
are engaged in this important and necessnry
industry are revolting, and that mensures
have not been taken throughout the years
to proteet their lives, is a most damning
indietment of the past administration.

Mr. Styants: What js the death rate
there? . ‘

Hon, F. H. H. JALL: When after the
charzes of fraud misrepresentation made by
the other side we get this statement from a
member of the Labour Party, it is a wonder
that the electors of Ceollie did not do what
many othey eleetors did, and administer p de-
served rehuke for the delay of the past Gov-
ernment in facing up to the difficulties that
confronted it. I will now give the Ilouse
the opinion of a Labour member of the
House of Commons, In a letter written in
1946 Mr. Doggan said—

The nation does not yet realise the price
paid by the produeers of coal for the right
to work, In the 12 years 1932 to 1943 we lost
in the mines no less than 10,306 woarkers,--
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That is equal to the population of a fair-
sized town.

In addition more than 1,500,000 mine work-
ers were injured and rendered ineapable of
working for three, six, or more days. More
than 261 boys under 16. years of age were
killed in the production of eoal and more
than 60,000 were injured and rendered idle.

If anything more were needed to impress
upon the new Government the necessity for
protecting the lives of men engaged in this
essential industry, that should help it to,
renlise the position, and to face up to the
fact that these employees are deserving of
special care to protect them from the
risks they run. The position has been al-
lowed to slide for so many years by those
who profess to proteet the workers and pro-
mote their interests—

Mr. Marshall: How did you vote on the
Coal Bill last session in another place?

Hon, E. H, H. HALL : Where I came
from, Mr. Speaker, all ioterjections were
considered bhighly disorderly.

Hon. A. H. Panten: You will get used to
them here,

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: I am sorry {0 note
that lead was not mentioned in His Excel-
leney's Speech. As is well known to mem-
bers, lead is found in abundance in my
electorate. The price at present ruling for
lead js very profitable, and I think the Gov-
ernment should endeavour to expedite the
production of that metal in every way pos-
sible, I come next to the question of timber
production. I listened with interest to
speeches by members from the timbér areas.
1 believe that before timber is allowed to -be
exported the most careful consideration
should he given to the matter, as we must
realise that timber is one of the essentials
in the housing of our own people. T will
read n letter that T received from a gentle-
man in Tasmania, It is addressed to me,
is dated the 9th April last and is as fol-
lows—

Some weeks apo I met Mr. R. Coath at the
Burnie Club, Tasmania, when we discussed
your State and its possibilities in respect to
snw-mill ‘waste for maununfacture inte pulp and
paper. He told me that he would write you
reference our talka,

As T am unknown to you, I may say that,
in 1045 1 left Roesin where I had for foud
yeara been consulting engineer to the Soviet
Government. T arrived in England and was
invited to come to Australia to consider the
manufacture of pulp and paper from eucalyp-
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tus hard wood. The result way that I designed,
built and operated as general Emperintendent
Burnie Mills for Associated Pulp and Paper
Mills Ltd. At present T am tecbnical adviser
to Tasmanian Paper and Timber Mills Ltd:,
Launceston, Tasmania, where we propose ta
erect a pulp and paper plant with a eapital
of £3,000,000 nsing slabs, or ““eut offs’’ from
20 aaw- m]lls which we control and the quan-
tity of wood required above the available waste
will be cut from Crown Lands, The Tas-
mania Paper and Timber Mills Bill, 1946,
passed the second reading in the House last
week,

Before going to Russia I spent 25 years in
America and Canada designing and operating
pulp and paper mills.

Mr, Coath suggested I write this letter au
you were very interested in the industrial
development of your State. If you are con-
sidering any devclopment along these lines, T
shall be happy to offer you any assistance I
can provided it does mot interfere with my
agsociations here in Tasmania.

I am at present discussing a project in
Queensland haviag for its object the manufae-
ture of fine papers from bajusse (sugar canc
waste), I do not menan wall boards, but white
and coloured printing papers, ete.

That letter was signed by Mr. Robert
Woodhead. I forwarded the priginal of
that letter to Mr, Fermie some months ago
and I very mueh regret to state, after al-
lowing some little time within which he
could get in fouch with this gentleman,
that when I called at his office Mr, Fernie
informed me he was very sorry that he
had lost the communication. I shall hand
my copy of the letter to the Minigter for
Industrial Development in the hope that he
will institute inquiries, if they have not al-
ready been made, to see whether anything
can be done to utilise some of our own
waste produets, . ;1!

Dealing next with the fishing industry,
the statement is made in His Exeelleney’s
Speech that fish production is at a record
level. That may be so; I believe it is eor-
rect. On the other hand, I must sey that
the price of fish today places that com-
modity absolutely beyond the scope of the
purchasing power of any basic wage earner
who has a family. Fish is supposed to be
a very necessary article of diet, but today
the price of it is out of all reason. I under-
stand from those who know, that the in- .
dustry has received quite a lot of con-
sideration in Queensland. Legislation has
been passed in that State which resanlted
in the appointment of another board. I
am informed that the board is operating
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to the satisfaction of all concerned, and the
sooner the Chief Secretary, who 1 under-
stand is the Minister controlling this par-
ticular industry, gets busy and finds out for
himzelf what is done in that State, the
better it will be for all here.

Hon. A. H. Panton: All the information
is in his office.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I understand that
the member for Leederville went into this
matter fairly fully when he was acting for
one of his ministeriel colleagues. Although
I know many of us do not altogether like
the ereation of boards, I recognise that
somefimes they are necessary. For that
reason thers are boards dealing with all
sorts of things, Fishing represents a very
important industry,

Hon. E. Nulsen: At any rate, we have
too many boards.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: T agrce with that
statement, but at times they are necessary.
If the ome in Queensland is operating satis-
faetorily to all eonecerned, then let us fol-
low suit. Before leaving the fishing in-
dustry, I intend to utter a word of warning
which I have already given to the Chief
Inspector of Fisheries. There are tap many
things ahout which I do not knmow anything
at all for my own peace of mind.

Hon. A. A. M, Coverley: A mosi unneces-
sary explanation!

Hon. E. H, H, HALL: Having lost some
of my hard-earned money before I became
a member of Parliament iv consequence of
my investments in this particaular industry,
T think T am entitled to express my opinion.
1 was interested in a company operating &
small erayfish canning plant on the Abrol-
hos Islands. I was told by men who, like
myself, had been born in Geraldton and
knew all about erayfish, that there was an
inexhaustible supply at the islands. Let
members not believe any such statement!
T have yet to learn that nature provides
ns with an inexhaustible supply of anything
the possession of which is worthwhile. Only
in inexhaustible supply are those things for
which we have liitle or no use.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:
air?

Hon, E. H H. HALL: I 35 not propese
to he led aside by interjections. Figures
published in ““The West Australian®’ in
this morning’s issue indicate the extra large

What about fresh-
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quantities of fish that are being handled
and that double the quantities are being
taken away that were formerly caught.
Personally, I am very much afraid that the
Abrolbhos Islands being so far from the
mainland makes it a physical impossibility
for the Fisheries Department effectively to
police the regunlations up there, The spawn-
ing season continues from Oetober to Feb-
roary and when the boats arrive at the
islands from Fremantle, fishing goes 'on
ad lib, Something has to be done about
it, otherwise the cryfish will be inter-
fered with during the breeding season
to such an extemt that the supposedly
inexhanstible supplies will soon peter omt.
We have a factory at Geraldton now that
is doing very well, and certainly we do not.
desire—I do not, nor do I think anyone
else would so desire—to deprive those
people of the means of making a living out
of the canning of erayfish. On the other
hand, the Act and the regulations framed
thereunder should be complied with, al-
though 1 readily admit that the policing:
of them will not be very easy! I warn the
Chief Secretary of the necessity of looking
throngh the information that, by interjee-
tion, we have been fold is already in his
office and wrge him to give the matter his
serious consgideration. ’

There are many important problems oc-
cupying the attention of the Government
and of Parliament, and the next important
matter mentioned in the Lieut-Governor’s
Speech is that of housing. One approaches
this very vital matter with a considerable
amount of trepidation. Perhaps I may not
so frequently visit the office of the Hous-
ing Commission as some metropolitan mem-
bers do, but T can say with al) sineerity
that if ever a little man endeavoured to do
a big job, it is the seeretary of the Hous-
ing Commission. I have the greatest re-
speet and admiration for the whole of the
Commission’s staff.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You would have.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Unfortunately,
it has been siated that if one ean go to the
office with a fiver or a tenner, one can get
things done. Al T can say is that is a very
unfair remark.

Members: And untrue.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The fact remains
that things are happening.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: They always do.
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Hon. E. H. H. HALL; Recently I brought
particulars of a most distressing case under
the notice of the Commission and of the
Premier. In that particular instanee, some-
one did get away with it and that man—I do
not like saying it but he was an ex-parson—
got a home to which he was not entitled. A
fuss was made about it. I am satisted that
there is something in the set-up that is de-
finitely wrong, and the responsibility for
" that ‘may be traced to the previons Govern-

ment, .
Hon. A. H. Panton: That is lovely! Now
the department has gone wrong,.

Houn. E. H. H. HALL: When members
opposite have finished snapping and bark-
ing—

Hon. A. H. Panton: Youn threw the line
out! ' :

Hon. E. I. H. HALL: —I would like

to point out that last session legislation was
introduced which, among ofher consequenees,
changed the name of the Workers' Iomes
Board to the State Housing Commission.
To me the most important point was that
. the chairmnn of the Workers” Homes Board
remained the ehaivman.of the Housing Com-
mis<ion. [ have nothing to say against that
gentleman who, T undersiand, is a very
effivient ofticer. [ reter to the Under Treas-
arer. i
Hen., A. II. Panton: And a very honest
one.

Hon. E. H. II. HALL: However, if what
we were Lold the other evening by the present
Leader of the Opposition—we did not need
to be told of it by him, although he had a
perfect right to fell us if he so desired—was
correct and that the finanees of the Staie
demand the whole and undivided attention
‘of the Under Treasurer, T can say with just
as much earnestness and emphasis that if
we are to carry out the promises we made
to the people, the provision of houses equally
demands the whole and nndivided attention
of any man holding the position of chairman
of the Housing Commission, I do not agree
with the tendency to make such positions
part-time jobs.

Mr. Graham: They are all part-time jobs.

Hon. K. H. H. HALL: But that was done
by the previous Government. I am sorry the
Premier is not present but we know that he
is in the Eastern States engaged upon very
important business. I hope my remarks will
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he passed on to him by the Deputy Premier,
but it they are not, I shall do so myself.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is right.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: And do you think
he will take any notice of you?

Hon, E. II. H. HALL: We must have in
such a position o man who will give hix
whole and undivided attention to the job,
and the sooner we do that the better it will
he for all concerned. My expericnee tells
me that in sueh aectivities the driving force
must neecessarily come from the top. From
what has taken place, I am assured that there
is something wrong, There will always he
sumethine wrong— .

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Of course, there
always was!

Hon. E. H. II. HALL: —sceing that
human beings are what they arc. We will
always be able to find fault with matters ot
administration, just as we ean find fault wilk
ourselves in the discharge of our own dufies,
In view of the provision for a part-time
chairman of the Housinr (ommission, 1
welcome the remarks of the new and young
member for Canning wha last night indieated
te this House, in quite ealm and measured
terms, his conviction that he was not =atis-
fied with the set-up. 1 also weleomed the
not-guite so calm bat definite remarks of the
member for Middle Swan last week when he
also said that he was not qnite satislied.

Any mewher who knows the position and
has come into eontnet with the unhappinee«
that is being experienced by hundreds ot
our young married people who are living
with their “in Jaws,” and are endeavouring
to bring their children np in surroundings
and under cirenmstances that cannot he ather
than harmiul, must realise that no effort we
can make and nothing the Government can
do to hasten the provision of homes, how-
ever humble they may be, for these people,
should be left undone in the interests of
these people, so that our young men may
have their wives and families to themselves.
I have herc a paper published in Perth, the
July issue of “The Democrat,” in which I
read with much amazement an announce-
ment by the Labour Premier of Tasmania
that huilding restrictions in that State have
been nbolished. He said that there is no
necessity for those restrietions in Tasmania
and that the State was getting on quite well
without them. I do not know whether that
would. work out here in the same way, nor
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do I-know how they have been able to
abolish the restrictions in Tasmania, but I
would commend that action to the present
(fovernment,

I cannot see how a man with very little
money will have a chanee against a man
with plenty of money if the restrictions here
are aholished. I would like to relaie a per-
sonal experience. Within ten minutes of
my home in West Perth, permits have heen
granted to no fewer than four people
occupying big homes to convert their houses
into flats. Tn each ease, no person can rent
one of those flats at a rental of less than £4
a week.. Is thai eatering for the type of
family we desire to cater for? I say, de-
cidedly no! That happened last year. The
permit system needs to be tightened up.

The next matter I wish to deal with is
water supplies.  Members are -doubtless
aware of the value of the tomato industry
to this State and partieularly to the town
of Geraldton. There is pot mueh we ean
export to the Eastern States and I was as
happy as a ssndboy when the them Com-
monweaith Government placed an embargo
on Japanese erabs, some years agoe. This
enabled me to export eanned crayfish to the
Eastern States. Unfortunately, the em-
bhargo did not last long. The then Minister
for Customs, Hon. T. 3. White, wrote to
me stating tbat he was out to ecompose our
trade differences with Japan at the earliest
moment and that therefore the embargo
could not be continued one day longer than
was ahsolutely necessary. This occurred
just when I was arranging with some
friends to float a company.  Within six
weeks of the removal of the embargo we did
not secll another tin to the Eastern States.
We are exporting thousands of pounds
worth of tomatoes to the Eastern States,
and that is something for which we ecan
thank Nature. We have an early season
which enables us to export these fomatoes;
but the tomato growers are up against water
diffieulties. The following is a letter from
the Geraldton Tomato Growers’ Association
written to ‘me on the 14th Apxil of this
vear :—

At a very large meeting of the above As-
sociation held at Bluff Point on 8th April in-
gtant a resolution was passed expressing the
opinion that the proposed cxpansion was
totally inadequate for the town'’s requirements.
From figures we have obtained from the Water

Supply Department the proposed expansion
will not meet the present-day requirements.

Last year we understood 50 new eonnections
were made in Geraldton despite the restrictions
whiclt preveat homes heing built here. In the
near future we expect to see many more homes
being built with a further drain on our pre-
sent water supply.  We earnestly request you
put sur views bufore your Government nnd try
and impress upon them that while endeavours
are being made to improve the water supply
provision should be made that it will serve
to some cxtent the rveguircments of the tuture.

The requirements of the futvre sesm to me
to have heen entively overloocked by pre-
vious Governments. I do not know of my
own knowledge whether what I am about to
say is absolutely corrcet, but I am assured
that it i8. No fewer than three times have
pipes of different sizes heen laid. Why did
not the then Government look to the future,
as our earlier Governments did? What
would have happened if the honoured man
whose cenfenary we shall shortly be cele-
brating had laid small pipes to convey water
to Coolgardie? Bub he was o man of vision.
Today the smallest pipes are being laid,
with the result that in a couple of years
they will have to be ve-laid. As I said, that
has oecurred on three occasions, I am aware
that it has heen difficult to proeure pipes,
but the pipes to which I refer were laid be-
fore the shortage occurred. Before leaving
the subject of water supplies, I desire to
express the opinion that it is nothing short
of disgraceful to think that we arve not con-
serving water in the South-West division
where we have regular reliable winter rains.
Millions of gallons of rainwater are allow-
ed to run into the sea, simply because of
the lack of vision of those in authority, We
must have water econservation, even if it
costs thousands of millions of pounds, as it
means so much for us.

Mr. Smith: That is where the fish get
their food from.

Hon. E. . H. HALL: Really! With re-
gard to outports, we heard on this subject
from the member for Kanowna last night.
I sympathise with him beeause of his want
of support. I would make a suggestion
that those interested in the trade of the out-
ports should get together. I do, not mean
only the Parliamentary representatives, but
the business people of Esperance, Busselton,
Bunbury, Albany and Geraldton. I honestly
believe that they would be able to make
asrrangements with the merchants in the
Eastern States from whom they obtain their
sapplies to fill a steamer of small size wilh
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goods for those respective ports, and thus
the cost of transhipment at ¥remantle
would be avoided. I intend fo get into
touech with the Chamber of Commeree und
with the Traders' Association in Geraldion,
gnd 1 shall make it my business to contaect
the member for Kanowna. I am sorry he
is not listening to me. I hope he and the
member for Bunbury and the other mem-
bers concerned will take similar action, as
1 feel there might be some chance of achiev-
ing something in that direetion.

Mr. Styants: You have to get
steamer.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am aware of
that diffienlty, but if the State Government
were to make representation to the Com-
monweslth Government we might he able
to get ome.

Mr. Styants: It is worth trying.
Hon. A. H. Panton: It has not been tried.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The member for
Leederville says it has not been tried and
by the tone of his voice I take it that he
means it has been tried. I would remind
him of the story about the Scotsman, Robert
Bruce, “Try, try again.” That is what we
must do. It is not much satisfaction io
members to speak in this House year after
year and implore the Government to do this
or to do that, but we have to keep on doing
it and not take a knock-back. Before leav-
ing the subject of outports I wish to tell
members ‘what the lumpers of Geraldion
have to say about the Government that was
in power for so many years in connection
with the port of Geraldton. I was reminded
the other day by a Labour supporter that
some millions of pounds had been spent on
the harbour, but we will not go back to that
time, because the Labour Government did
not start the eonstruetion of the harbour.
On the 27th May last the branch secretary
of the Lumpers’ Union wrote to me as fol-
lows:—

In reference te your leiter of recent date,
I would like to point out that the Wise Gov-
ernment did promise space on the m.va
““Kybra’’ and ‘‘Koolinda'’ for the purpose
of earrying eargo to the port of Geraldton,
My union would like you to earry on the fight
for this port, and to ask the present Govern-
ment to recongider ity decision and gllow the
two vessela to carry cargo to Geraldton.

‘We consider we are not asking for anything
we are not entitled to, and as you know a
high percentage of our members are returned
soldiers. These men should at least be entitled

the
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to some kind of livelihood and we therefure
congider it the duty of the Government, re-
gardless of whether Labour or Oppesition, to
attempt to help them by placing as much ship-
ping as it is possible in this port.

Here 1 would like to make further refer-
ence to the housing problem as I did not
refer to an important item. I bave here a
cutting from “The West Australian” dated
the 5th March, 1943, It read as follows:—

One million copics of the book ** Australian
Story’’ hod been ordered from the United
States and would De distributed throughout
the werll to publicise this country, Senator
Largie said on PFriday in the Semate. The
*¢Australian Story'’ featured a foreworil hy
the Prime Minister (Mr. Curtin) and would
cost £3 a copy.

Three pounds a copy! One million copies
at £3 cach amounts to £3,000,000, and that
sum was to be spent on a booklet publicis-
ing Australin, The cutting continunes—

‘fIt would never seil in Aberdeen,’’ inter-
jected Senator Grant,

Another hook being prepared, added Sen-
ator Largie, would be an illustrated publica-
tion featuring Awvstralin‘s history from its
earliest days to the present time. This would
be sold at one pguinea a copy.

This publication was to be distributed at £1
1s. a copy. 1If the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has money to throw away in this
fashion, surely we might ask it to provide
a cash subsidy to every man building a
home in these days. Such action would
help to publicise Australia much better than
any booklet issued at such huge exzpense. It
is astounding and staggering to read of such
a thing. In “The West Australian” of the
27th December, 1946, we find the following
reference, in the column headed “Personal,”
to the Minister for the Interior (Mr.
Johnson)—

At Fremantle he will welcome 200 British
tradesmen who will arrive in the Largs Bay.
The tradesmen will he employed on housing
and other huilding works at Canberra.

At Canberra! This is not the only bedy of
men that have come to erect buildings at
Canberra, T eannot say whether all of them
went fo Canberra, but I cannot recall any
of these men being distributed throughout
‘Western Australia.  And not a word of
protest at these men being taken over to
ercct what T think are mostly public build-
ings in Canberra! I now approach a mat-
ter with considerable trepidation. I have
a solid block facing me here and it is some-
thing I have not heen used to. But this
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has to be done, and T am here to do my job.
The next item in the Governor's Speech
deals with railways. In “The West Aus-
tralian” of the 8th of this month the Com-
missioner's representative is reported to
have said that the Railway Department
would have to pay £198,000 a year extra if
the claims for margins alone were granted.
Further, he is reported to have said—

Expenditure on wages eould not be increas-
e without increasing freighta and fares or
ohtaining adﬂitional.funds from the Govern-
mcent.

The President: This has had to be faced in
all the States, and the tendeney is to incrense
freights and fares.

I do not care what the tendency is, but if
thiv or any other Government is going to
try to inerease freights to people who are
in the back areas of this country endeav-
onring to make a living, and who are open-
ing uwp and developing the State, it will not
be with my vote. That is an entirely wrong
attitude. Last night I beard a member on
my left express the opinion that in a few
years’ time we would have a million people
in this city. I hope he is wrong. I remem-
her when a million club was started in Syd-
ney with the aim and object to build up the
population of Sydney to 1,000,000. I think
those people are now sorry for it. What
we do want is 1,000,000 people distributed
through the back areas of the country. I
would impress upon young® members that
we do not want a million people in the
metropolitan area, but if we have a million
people throughout the eountry there will be
a big increase in the population of the cities.

Mr. Nimmo: If you had a million people
in the eity, would yon not have a bigger
population in the country?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I would ask for
notice of that question. We had no less a
gentleman than the seeretary of the railway
workers’ union, Mr. Keating, saying that
the railways should be free! A fellow-
feeling makes us wondrous kind, and that
statement is not so silly as it may seem.
The railways ste serving a national pur-
pose in opening up the counfry.  Mr.
Davies, another authority from Trades Hall,
is reported last month as having said—

For years these requests have heen submit-
tel to varions Commissioners, but they have
nol heen agreed to. We realise that the first
eall in for houseg and the second for hospitals,
hut the third should surely be these amenities
whieh have been turned down year affer year.

The request has been furned down by the
Commissioners, and not by the Government,
I wonder, Mr. Speaker, whether yon have
heard this old gag—the Commissioner is
responsible for administration, and the
Government is responsible for policy. Dur-
ing my 19 years’ tepure in another place,
I have not been able fo find out where
policy began and ended, or where adminis-
tration began and ended.

Mr, Marshall: You never will, either, no
matter how long you stop here!

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: In 1945, the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie is reported in “The West
Australian” as having made a construefive
speech on-cthe railways.

Hon. A, H. Panton: He always does.

Hon, E. H, H. HALL: He exploded the
idea, and he was speaking as a practical
railway man, that we could not get faster
traing because we had a narrow gauge. He
instanced what had been done with the same
gauge in Japan, New Zealand and South
Afriea. But I think little, if any, notice
was taken of him because he was only an
enginedriver before he came here.

Mr., Fox: Ben Chifley was an engine-
driver.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Then he is not
supposed to know anything about adminis-
tration. I have here s letter dated the 14th
November, 1946, and signed by F. J. 8.
Wise, Premier. This was sent to members
of Trades Hall, to eertain key unions and
to others. It states—

On behalf of the State Government, I am
anxious to place before you perdonally the
major aspects of the existing railway dispute.
. « « . Following the reeeipt by the Government
of Royal Commissioner Wolff's report on the
Garratt engines, the Government agreed to
give effeet to his recommendations. These
recommendations involve many alterationa to
the enginea which the (fovernment has arrang-
ed to have put into effect.

T want to say, quite dispassionately, that
the responsibility for that railway strike,
which was ome of the most disastrous in-
dustrial upheavals ever experienced in this
State, was due entirely to the Wise Gov-
ernment not acting as stated in that letter!

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That is not true!

fon. E. H. H. HALL: I repeat—
Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It does not matter
how offen you repeat it.
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Hon, E, H. H, HALL: I ignore the inter-
Jection. 1 repeat, this carries the hon.
member's own condemnation. This was
written on the 14th November, and states
that the Government agreed to give effect to

the findings. Of course it did, but did it’

act?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Yes, immediately.
You get the files and have a look, and youn
will gsee the sort of nonsense you are talk-
ing. ,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Why the strike?

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: This sort of stuff
might be all right at Geraldton.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL:
out on strike because the
not act and give effect to
missioner’s report.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That i5 not true.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They went on strike
because they would not have a Garratt on
the line, and you know it.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: Here is a state-
ment made, not by a railway enginedriver
but by the Commissioner of Railways in
Queensland, in 1945. e reported to the
Queensland Parliament at great length on
these Garratt engines. I will quote the
final paragraph.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: These lies might
go over all right at Blnff Point!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: He said—

For several wecks past, all the Garratt en-
gines have been laid up,’ due to the refusal of
enginemen to operate them, following on
gerivs of derailments,

These men went
Government did
the Royal. Com-

I say that any employer, let alone a State
(iovernment, that expeets its employees to
risk their lives and limbs in operating the
c¢lass of engines deseribed as that gentleman
deseribed the Garratt engines in 1945, is
expecting just a fittle too much.

Hon. A. H. PPanton: You will get a couple
ol stripes! .

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: Due to the unwar-
ranted delay in effecting these necessary
repairs—

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: If you keep on stying
it, you will believe it yourself.

Hon. ¥, J. 8. Wisc: That is not true. I
will pet the papers tabled later

Hon. A. H. Panton: You must have been
a key railwayman to get that leiter.
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Hon., N. Keenan:
angther.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Many years ago,
the railway wages mer asked the then
Labour Government to extend to them ad-
vantages similar to those enjoyed by. what
is known as the railway salaried staff.
Ultimately, o motion was maved in this
Chamber for a Select Committee to inquire
into these demands. If my memory serves
me aright, the member for Perth was on
that committee; he was not chairman of it.
The committee sat, made its inquiries, and
furnished a report. Again, from memory,
I think the report was favourable to the
men's demands, but it was never honoured.
Not many of those old men are left, but I
do ask this Gpvernment fo inguire very
closely into the men's claims and, if at all
possible, to extend to them the benefits en-
joyed by the salaried staff.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The members of
this (Governmenf promised it to them.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I do not know
that the member for Fremantle has any
right to speak for the members of this
Government.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:
things yon do not know.

L]

Hon. E. H. H. JALL: Before leaving the
raitwayvs, I will touch on what is known as
the Midland railway. I do not think many
members have travelled on it. T have here
a Perth paper dated the 31st August, 1946,
and T refer to a paragraph headed “Modern
Coaches for Railways,” in which the Com-
misstoner is reported to have snid—

Baloon type eonstruction is planned for day
trains on country services, These coaches will
follow the general design of the nrew subur-
ban coarhes, with neeessary additions for the
comfort of passengers travelling longer jour-
neys.

Do not talk to one

There are many

That is being done whilst we, who use the
Midland railway, are riding in carriages
that have been in service sinep T was a
litile hoy. T am now going to quofe from
the report that the chairman of directors of
the Midland Railway Co. delivered to his
sharcholders. It was reported in “The West
Australian” of the 3rd April last, and
states—

The stations and buildings, including work-

shops, I was pleased to find in a fnir state of
repair, but the rail position is bad, and be-
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fore I left T instituted a re-laying programme.
This, I am afraid, will be a heavy strain on
our profits and cash resources, but I am con-
vinced that it iz neeessary in the interests of
all classes of stockholders, whether the rail-
way’s ownership remaing ag jt is or if at
some future date ownership should change.

What about the interests of the passengers
. who risk their lives travelling on that
route? I have alwdys heen under the im-
pression that that line was subjeci to an
annual inspection by the Commissioner’s
officers. But it takes the chairman of
directors to come ont here o find out that
the rail position is definitely dangerous. T
have one other short quotation from this
report, as follow:—

For the current year, I feel I cannot hold
out any hope that we shall do better than last
year; in faet, for some years to come we must
expect incremses in expenses, which can only
he countered by imerease in the volume of
traftie, This, I am sure, will come in Western
Austrnlia, hut T fear it will not come quickly,
apart from a slight acccleration due to re-
turned soldier movements. Ultimately, it
seems lagical that our railway will become
part of the Western Australian State railway
system, though, unlike in this country, there
is no urge to nationzlise for nationaligation
sake, at any rate in Western Australia. One
thing is ecertain, that is, whatever the future
holds for us, continuing as an independent
system, or heeoming part of the Statc-owned
railway, at this juncture it will pay us te
maintzin our line and improve wpere we ean.
T do not know what is in the mind of the
present Government or what was.in the
mind of the previous Government. We
know that the previous Government fav-
ourcd nationalisation of all it could pos-
sibly et hold of, that il was in power for
a long period, but that no attempt was
made to do anything in the matter.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We were never in
power while you were in the Upper House.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That no attempt
was made by the previons Government in
this direetion is somewhat surprising. It is

altogether wrong for an important railway ’

such as this to be handled by a private
company. The Government of the day
found it advisable fo buy out the company
that owned the Great Sonthern Railway,
and the Government of the day nearly ae-
vomplished the purchase of the Midland
Railway. If the interests of the people liv.
ing along the Midland Railway line are to
he considered it is time attention was given
to the project of buying the railway. I

.
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say this because people living along that
line pay higher freights for their goods and
higher passenger fares than are paid on the
Governmenf lines. That does not seem fo
be British ‘judtice.

Mr. Fox: I suppose the same thing would
apply to the hanks.

Hon. E. H. H. BALL; The next maiter
I come to is that of transport. I am not
satisfied with the present set-up. I was
not satisfied with the one-man control that
was so long tolerated by the previous Gov--
ernment, and even now, when a board has:
been appeinted, I do not think we are very
much better off. I have read in “The Doily
News” from time to time the number of
allocations made to people residing in the
metropolitan area. 1 wonder why we can-
not have made public the total number of
alloeations made and where they go. Motor
transport is of great importance to people
who are endegvouring tv do their job in the
country, and these are the persons who
should have priority. Apparently, however,
that does not obtain. It may obtain, but
I do not konow of it. If it does not obtain
I ask the Minisier controlling that matter
to look into it and satisfy himself that
people in the country do receive the priority
to which they are entitled. -

Education is a big subject. I am satis-
fied that the new Minister in charge of this
department will stand up to his task and
discharge his duties to the hest of his
ahility. 1 have heen struck by the elaim
that has endured for many years that our
system of education is free, secular and
compulsory. Emphasis is laid on the word
Are
we afraid Lo aet up to our professions? We
claim to he a Christian community but we
leave religions or Christian instruction in
Government schools to the parsons. It may
be said that no one is better fitted to give
such religious instruction than is a parson.
The small time allotted to that aspect, how-
‘ever, is not suffieient. T want to know what
influence is responsible for the faet that
teachers are not allowed to teach at least
the Ten Commandments. Surely there is
no difference of opinion on that point.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You do pot know
what vou are talking ahout.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:
know. -

Be mover <id
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Hon. E. H. H. HALL: We know about
our duty towards our neighbour and to-
wards God. I had been under the impres-
sion that the Ten Commandments were not
taught. I am not wunaequainted with
teachers,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Speecial seripture
lessons are piven by the teachers at the
sthools.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: A member of my
family was a teacher. It may he as the
menmber for North-East Fremantle says, but
I am afraid that the teaching is honoured
more in the breach than the observance.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Nonsense!

Hon. E. H. H. "HALL: The Minister is
not out and ahout to enable him to see thesc
things,

Hon. J., T. Tonkin: The inspectors are
out and about mnd have to make a report.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: 1 still contend
that this is honoured more it the breach
ihan in the ohservance, What has urged me
to say all this is the evidence that was given
by one who is now the Commissioner of
Police in Western Australia on the occasion
when he appeared before the Select Com-
mittee appointed to inquire into delinquent
ehildren. That officer said that in his
opinion it was lack of religious training in
our State schools that was largely respon-
sible for the rate of delingueney. At that
time the Commissioner was the Chief In-
spector of the Police Department.

Mr. Marshall: That was only his opinion.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: He has spent a
lifetime in the police force.

Mr. Marshall: Did he submit faets to
prove his statement? '

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The next matier
wilh which I will deal is the Child Weifare
Department. The Speech says—

Measures contemplated to extend and im-
prove the functions of the Child Welfare De-
prrtment inelude the reorganisation of the
Children’s Court and the appeintment of a
qualified staff.

Tf any veform were long overdue it is this
particular one. 1 do not think I would
have any difficulty in persuading an im-
partial tribunal on that point.
befare the war which has been such a con-
venient excuse for failure to do ‘this and
that, a deputation waited on the Minister
concerned, the present member for Northam.

" Empire.

Tn 1837, ..

[COUNCIL.]

‘It was introduced Ly tbe present member

for Perth. The latter hon. member press-
ed the need for the re-establishment of a
psychological clinic with a trained psycho-
logist in charge. He said that the State had
suffered becanse the previous clinic had been
discontinued. He thonght it was a penny
wise and pcund foolish policy. Dr. Moss
and Dr. Williams were also on the deputa-
tion. Dr. Moss said that as a visitor to the
Claremont Hospital for the Insane, he had
found tbat two children were sent there he-
canse there was no other place for them to
go. To his horror he found that they had
been sent to that place after they had
escaped from the Seaforth Home for Boys.
Dr. Williams said that a full inquiry as to
the best methods by a qualified commissioner
should be underiaken. Dr. MeMahon, the
Rev. K. Baxter and Mrs. Rischbeith were
also on the deputation. Now I come to the
Minister’s reply. I will rend it carefuliy
so that il may sink in., He said—

The faet that there is a difference of
opinion even among members of this deputa-
tion shows the diffieulty of the problem. We
will have to procced earcfully and, in fact,
we are proceeding carefully, hut we are get-
ting somewhere.  Since the original seheme
was submitted twelve months ago we have
done much work and given 2 great deal of
time to the matter, and we are slowly and
surely reaching the stage when definite pro-
posals will he ready for the congideration of
Cabinet.. I hope that this dax will not be far
flistant.

That was in 1937 and it was a most im-
portant matier affecting the voung delin-
quents of the State. The war then inter-
vened and the Government had orders to get
the prisoners away from the Fremantle Gaol.
It had them removed to Barton’s Mill,
thereby doing something which is un-
paraileled in the history of the British
It sent boys to an adult prison.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Who did that—the
Governmoni or the magistrate?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Government!
¥ am grateful for that interjection.  The
magistrate complained bitterly. References
were made in the Press on scores of ocea-
sions to the faet that he had nowhere else
to gend the hoys. An article writfen by a
genileman who is listening to me, but is not
a member, appeared in “The Daily News”
and has hrought ahout some improvement.
He said that the conditions of this plaee
were a direraee to the Government and
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the people of the State. I called upon him
and said, “Is this some kensational yellow
journalism on your part? Order me out
of your room if you like.” He said, I will
show you something I received from a
sailor.” Sailors are not the most sensitive
of people. This man had missed his ship
and was sent out to Barton’s Mill and wrote
the letter to which I have referred. Subse-
quent to that I moved a motion in another
place for the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee. It was hotly and strongly opposed
by the Chief Secretary. Members for once
stuck to me and the Select Committee was
appointed.

Hon. P. Collier:: It is about the only
time in your existence that they did so.

Hon. ¥. H. II. ' HALL: The member for
Boulder has come to life. I have done
something if T have brought him out.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You had better
not bring him too far.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: The committee
was afterwards turned into a Royal Com-
mission. We examined all the people who
koew anything about that sort of thing.
The witnesses included the Commissioner of
Police, the chief of the C.I.D., the Director
of Fducation and many others. The Royal
Commission was representative of all sides
of the House, The findings were unanimous
and were duly presented to His Excellency
the Lient.-Governor, The Government,
however, took the view that becanse the
Royal Commission came from another place
there was no need to take any notice of it.
It said, in cffect, “We resent the appoint-
ment of the committee, and now it has put
in its report we will ignore it.”

To be accurete, I shall say that the Gov-
ernment did aecept one recommendation.
There had been only one probationary
officer, but after the inquiry a second pro-
bationary officer was appointed. Then
there was the disgraceful building in which
these boys werc locked up pending trial. T
nnderstand that it had previously been de-
cided to make neeessary alterations but the
work was held up on account of a pefty
dispute between various departmental offi-
cers. We cannot claim any credit for that.
Except for what I have just stated, neo
notice was taken of our recommendations
althouch to carry them into effect would
have cost very little money. The principal
recommendation, taken from evidence which

¢
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had been given in South Ausiralia, was the
formation of a Children’s Couneil, on which
were to be officers from the Child Welfare
Department, the Education Department, the
Police Department and so on. The idea was
that the departments eoncerned wounld co-
ordinate their knowledge and action, a sys-
tem which has operated with marked success
in South Australia. No action has been
taken here, however, to carry that out. Now
we have a new Government which bas al-
ready taken action.

Might I at this stage mention something
which, in my experience at any rate, was
unprecedented? Yet no notice was taken of
it! When the member for Northam was
controlling the Child Welfare Department,
he got hold of Mr. Schroeder and, believe
it or not, appointed him magistrate of the
Children’s Court. I have not one word to
say against Mr. Schroeder, but I bhave
against the member for Northam, who with
his well-known eloquence must have per-
suaded Cabinet to appoint Mr. Schroeder.
As T have indicated, there was not one word
of protest from anybody. :

Hon. E. Nulsen: Mr. Schroeder did an
exeellent jab.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: If a non-Labour
(Government had dore that, the Civil Service
would have gone on strike. Have we reach-
ed such a state of affairs that the personal
friend of a Minisier can be put into an
office like that? Anyhow, it will not pass
withont & word of protest from me.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You are quite
vieious in suggesting that he was appointed
because he’ was a personal friend. That
was not the reason.

Hon. E.-H. H. HALL: I am glad to hear
it, but if it was not for that reason, what
is the explanation?

Hon. A, R, G. Hawke: Mr. Schroeder was
not in Northam when he was appointed.

The Minister for Edueation: He had been.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Why was an in-
experienced man like Mr. Schroeder ap-
pointed over the heads of other men who
had been in the department for years?

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: In what depart-
ment ¥

Hon. E. H H. HALL: In any of the
other departments. I happen to know the
gentleman who vacated the position of
secretary-to the department some time ago..
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1 hive not diseossed this matter with him,
but what would have been wrong with ap-
puinting him to the position?

Hon, A. R. (. Hawke: I advise you nof
to press that qoestion, or I might tell you
why he was not appointed.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I speak with some
experience.  Why were applications not
called for the position? I do not say that
the member for Northam should necessarily
have confined himseif to making an appoint-
ment from the Civil Service, but the filling
of the position of magistrate of the
Childrep's Court was an important matier.

Hon. A. R. §. Hawke:: I have never
heard of applications being called for mag-
istrates or judges.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Then the hon.
member has not heard everything.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Could you give
s an instance?

Hon. E. H. H.
formation supplied by
theve are 426 hoys on
we  going to toy with this important
mitter still longer? Do we want to
aive those boys a chance? If so, let us
mot somebody who can help those boys back
to the right track. There are all sorts of
rensons te aceount for boys behaving as
they should not do, but to expeet two pro-
hationary officers—there was only one for
yeavs during the regime of the Labour Gov-
crnmeni—to look after that number is to
vxpect an absolute impossibility.

Haon, J. T. Tonkin: How many bhoys were
on probation when you made your report?

Hun, E, H. H. HALL: The Children’s
Cuurt meets in Perth on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday, at Fremantie on.Thursday,
amd at Midland Junction on Tuesday, and
one or other of those fwo officers must be
in attendanee. Yet they have 426 boys lo
whom they must be friend, counsellor and
guide, T should like to know when those
officers find time to do their work. Mostly
they have to contact these boys during leis-
ure time, which means that they have to
work long hours, We had an outstanding
man in the person of Mr. Bulley, who acted
alone in that department for many years.
To meet him was an inspiration., He was
not a bit soured by the shocking examples
of youthful delinquency with which he had
to deal, He retired, and we have two very
. good officers in his place.

HALL: From in-
the department,

probation. Are

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister for Edueation: Two more
are being appointed.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL; I am pleased to
hear that. To expect two men to do justice
to such important work is both ridiculous
and unfair. I have shown how important
matters ¢an he side-tracked and how pro-
erastination can continue from year to year.
Steps were to have been taken to improve
matters years ago, but then the war broke
out and npothing could be done, could it?
The present Government has seen fit to ap-
point a magistrate to make an inquiry into
native affairs.

Hon. J. T. Ténkin: Did the Glovernment
eall for applications in that instance?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL; I should like to -
know whether the gentleman who has heen
appointed has any special qualifieations or
any knowledze of native affairs, He may
have; I do not know, but I think it would
be far better to give effect to,the recom-
mendations of the Moseley Royal Commis-
sion than to hold another inquiry.

Hon. A, A. M. Coverley: How many of
the recommendations of that Commission
have not heen put into effect?

Hou. E. H. H. HALL: We heard the
other evening from the member for Irwin-
Moore something of the state of affairs still
prevailing at the Moore River settlement.
Mr. Moseley dealt very trenchantly with the
shocking conditions there and aceording to
the member for Irwin-Moore, there has been
little, if any, improvement. Rather than
hold another inguiry, I think it would have
beenr  better had the Government eun-
deavoured to give effect to Mr. Moseley's
recommendations,

Hon, A, A, M. Coverley: How many of
his reeommendations were not put into
effect? o

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: I wish to pay
a tribute to the present acting Commis-
sioner of Native Affairs. In him we have a
man who, I believe, is conscientiously en-
deavouring to do his best in what is
admittedly a very difficult job.

I listened with interest to the member for
Mt. Magnet when he was speaking of the
great development work likely to be carried
out in the North-West and also when he re-
ferred to something which I hope will prove
to be of great value to the State, namely,
the gasifieation of coal While he was



[20 Avgusr, 1047.]

speaking, I could not help wondering why
the Labour Party, which was so long in
power \and which the hon. member sup-
ported, did.not give attention to thiz very
important matter,

Hon. A. H, Panton: It did.

Hon. E. H. H. IHIALL: The member for
Mt. Magnet urged the present Government
to give attention to the matter. Did he
urge the previous Government to do se?

Hon. A. H, Panton: It did so. The re-
stlts of today are due to the action taken
by the previous Government.
will admit that!

IHon. E. H. H. HALL: I should like to
mention the e¢laims of two socleties in this
eity. I refer first of all to the Braille
Society, which js doing a very noble work,
and to the Industrial School for the Blind,
with the work of which we are all familiar.
The Braille Society is sorely in need of de-
cent premises, and it is high time this State
followed the example of the other States by
sutting axide a site where proper aecom-
madation  eonld he provided for these
peaple,  Another society engaged in doing
noble work is the Children’s DProtection
Lengue. Notwithstanding the little time I
have at my disposal, T have heen appointed
to the executive of both those bhodies and
am acquainted with their excellent work.
The Children’s Protection League under-
takes the eare of children while their moth-
ers o out {o work. The mathers leave
their children with the society in the morn-
ing, go out and do a day’s work and then
pick them up in the evening. Surely such
- o soviety has a elaim for financial support
from the Government! I hope the Govern-
ment will do something for it.

I cannot conclude my speech without
referving to some remarks made hyv the
Leader of the Opposition the other evening.
He said—o '

T say with all modesty and humility that it
has not been the lot of many men in public
life in Western Australia to have an oppor-
tunity of saving a million of money.

I would remark, as the memher for Kanowna
said yesterday, that as in business, 50 in
polities, risks must be taken. Tt would be a
comparatively easy thing for a man enjoying
the position held by the member for Gas-
eoyne to put by a million if he neglected—
and U mm of opinion that he did—to under-
take very essential puhlic works. There is

Surely you’

-who took part in a losing fight.

285

an old saying that one cannof have cne's
cake and eat it too. The hon. memher
might eongratulate himself upon having
done something in this directign but when
he wont hefore the people, they showed their
disapproval of his aetions. Tt was not lying
propaganda on the other side that was
responsible for the defeat of the Labour
Government; it was Labour’s failure to
grasp the opportunity that eame its way.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
f

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: Before tea, I was
recciving interjections to which T was un-
ahle to reply at the moment. I have since
looked up the information and may inform
the member for Murchison that the Coal-
mining Bill on which I voted in another
place was passed on the second and third
readings without any division, and enly a
couple of minor amendments were made to
the Bill in Committee. I would repeat a
statement made hy the member for Kanowna
because it is worth repeating for the infor-
mation of those who might not have heard
it. He said that risks have to be taken in
politics as well as in business. I maintain
that the Government which has just vaeated
office had not great—a word oceurs to me;
I was nearly stuck—nperspicacity.

Hon. A. R. G, Hawke: What does that
mean ? .

Hon, E. H. 2. HALL: They could net
see advantages which were stickine out like
a peninsula to most ordinary people and so,
in vulgar parlance, they missed the hus, with
the result thnt when they went to their
masters———

Member: Who are their masters?

Ilon. E. H. H. HALL: The people. When
they went to their masters, the result was
that, instead of sitting in the honoured pasi-
tion on your right, Mr. Speaker, they are
pnow sitting on your left.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Did you not nearly
miss the bus yourself? ’

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: They were thrown
out, and we can quite understand their feel-
ings of chagrin and disappeintment, feel-
ings which have heen sp ill-coneealed by cer-
tain ex-Ministers. I have never witnessed &
more regrettable exhibition made by anyone
Those ex-
Ministers gave vent to their feelings of
chagrin and disappointment. The words of
an old Australian poet come to ma now:
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It is casy c¢nough to he pleasant when life
goes along with a song,

But the man worth while is the man who will
smile when everything goes wrong.

When one is on the top of the wave and
everything is going well, one is a darned
good fellow; but when he is in the trough of
the wave it is not so pleasant. Now we find
that these chaps who yesterday were such
fine fellows do not show up quite so well.
We had an example of their petfiness and
peevishness. 1 can quite understand them;
they had been in office for so long, with their
luxurious apartments, motorcars, attend-
ants, secretaries and typists. Now I see
them lolling about in a little poky room
supposed to accommodate 50 members of
Partiament, and knocking timidly on the
typiste’s door, together with the rest of the
80 members, to gel their correspondence
typed. We have all had to do it. Beforc,
they did not even press a button; they had
somebody to press the button for them.
They hed a motorcar, a secretary and a
typist and a fellow to make up their expenses
aceount.

Can one expect men who for years and
years have been surrounded by every com-
fort and who have enjoyed privileges and
advantages to “take it”? But they have to
take it, and the sooner they make up their
mind and stand up to it and smile, the het-
ter they will be appréciated by the people
of the State. Nobody likes to see a man
take a beating badly; and, if I may say so,
for the benefit of members who spoke the
other night, some of the more prominent
of them have exhibited a very bad spirit in
tackling a team of men who have assumed
office to govern thiz State without previous
Ministerial experience and with & very
slender majority. The task of those men is
far from being envieble. It would appeal
to any sportsman, to any man with any
chivalry in him at all, to give those men &
ehance. Fond as I may be of expressing
my opinion, I shall endeavour to curb my
natural disposition to eriticise them, beeause
T know the very difficult posifion in which
they find themselves.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Let us all burst
ont erying! .

Hon. ¥. H. H. HALL: Had the hon.
member set an example, I should have ex-
pecied & couple of croeodile tears!

The Minister for Lands: He squeals; h
does not cryl

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: To come back to
the member for Northam, who just inter-
jected, I am no match for him, as I well
know. Nevertheless, I am here to-say what
I think, :

Hon, A. A. M, Coverley: You do not think,

Hon. . H. H. HALL: The member for
Northam, in an interjection a few days ago
to a member on the Government side of the
House, when he was being taunted with
taking it badly, said, in that easy way he
has, #You have added ten years to. my life.”
I wonder whether the member for Northam
has ever witnessed that delightful comedy
“Fhe Arcadians.” I wonder whether he
remembers the song “A Short Life and =
Gay One.” The member for Northam wants
to live a long time to be miserable. I would
rather have a short life and a gay one. I
think he has had a long life and a pretty
gay one, too. Now, at the end of his days,
he can stop right where he is, ’

I ask the indulgence of the House while
I speak on a matlter very important to me,
namely, child welfare. I have here a num-
ber of cuttings from “The West Austra-
lian” telling the people of the State the
crimes—not petty offences, but serious
crimes—committed by boys. I ask any man
with a proper realisation of his duty to
those boys whether we are doing our duty
by them. We have no psychiatrist in this
State, but we have n consultant.  When
those boys are committed to an institution,
what happens? I know, because I have
visited the institutions. T.et me tell the
members who de not know, and perhaps
some who do, that in none of those instiin-
tions is there a trained staff to deal with
those boys.

Has any member ever thought of this?
A child irrespective of age commits a 1nis-
demeanour and is brought before the Child-
ren’s Court. The magistrate, if he finds
the charge proved, invariably says, “I com-
mit you to the care of the State” Let as
follow that up. What does the State dof
The ehild is not committed to the care of
the State at all, He is taken to a State
receiving home, it is true; but then the
State shelves its responsibility on to various
religious denominations to which it used to
pay a paltry amount—1s. per day—for
the upkeep of each child. "To the everlast-
ing credit of the new Government it can
he said that it has already increased the



[20 Arcrst, 1947.]

amount paid. When the member for Northam
was Mipister, a deputation awsited upon
him from the religions bodies concerned,
and it is the only time I ean remember
when religioug differences were forgotten,
Without exception, all the Churches were
represented on the deputation which asked
that the miserable pittance paid for keep-
ing the State wards be increased. h

Again the usual promise was made that
the motter would receive favourable consid-
eration. But it wag left to the present Gov-
ernment to inerease the rate during the few
months that it has been in power. On the
14th March of this year, I received a letfer
signed by the member for Kanowna, who
was then Minister for Justice, in reply to
one I had written to him asking him to
stop the abominable practice of having
adults tried by a Children’s Court magis-
trate. This is something that has been taken
up right throughout the State. T have had
this letter in reply. It is unfavourable. X
am not blaming the hon, meniber. I dare-
say this is the adviee tendered te him by
his legal adviser. But I am asking the
present Government—and I will make the
letter available to tbe Attorney General on
his return—to act in the matter, becanse
I congider it entjrely improper for an adult
to appear before a Children’s Court magis-
trate. We should do our duty by these boys
who go astray. God knows they often do
so through causes over which they have no
control. My study of this question has for-
eced me to the conclusion that they need
specinl care and handling.

It we do not take the action we should
take in this very important matter there
may be dire results. I would refer to a
man who was foolish enongh fo go around
commttting serious offences. I think that he
lived in your electorate, Mr. Speaker. When
the police raided his premises they found
them to contain all sorts of stolen goods.
There mnst be something mentally wrong
with a man for him to carry on like that.
When they went down and unearthed these
oods what happened? A valuable member
of the community lost his life; he was shot
dead. The offender was tried and found
guilty. I understand that it is not the
policy of the Labour Party to infliet capital
punichment, so he was senfenced to imprison-
ment for life. The other day this poor
unfortunate ftried to regain his liberty,
quite a natural thing for him te do. IB this
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age of enlightenment, be was sentenced—
I am not blaming the magistrate; it is the
law of ithe counfry—to one month’s solitary
confinement and 14 days on bread and waler,
That was his punishment for attempting to
gain his liberty.

That is not the way in which we
should, treat men afflicted as that man is.
I am not pleading for him. I say it would
have been much more humane to end his
existence. I will go so far as to declare
that if I could take him a little eyanide I
would be doing him a kindness, To shut
a man up for the rest of his life and commit
him to solitary confinement for a peried
is terrible! Has anybody stopped to think
what it means? And then to give him 14
days on bread and water! That is some-
thing handed down from the bad old days.
It is time we had a little more humanitarian
treatment for people afflieted as this man is.

Mr. Graham: Stretch his neeck!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Anything would
be better than what is being done with him
now. I want to refer to sornething for which
the late Government is very largely respon-
sible. It is about the last item in the Lieat -
Governor's Speech. I refer to the condition
of the North-West, I have been hearing
about the wonderful potentialities of the
North-West ever since I was a boy. A
little while, ago, fewer people lived there
than when I was young. Who has repre-
sented the North-West during several years
past? Members of the Party that has just
gone out of power! To show what loyalty
exists up there, all those members have been
returned. One nearly lost the number of his
mess, but they all eame back.

I have here a copy of “Hansard” of 1938,
containing a speech made by a former rmem-
ber of this House. Even my friends op-
posite will say that he knew what he was
talking sbout when I mention that T am
referring to the former member for Gerald-
ton. While he was Premier and Treasyrer
of this State he moved a motion concerning
the Yampi Sound iron-ore deposits and this
is what he said, in part—

This State lacks the necessary finnnecial re.
sources with which to develop the North-West.
He wenf on to talk about the Commonwealth
Government not only refusing assistance to
develop industry but kaving in this partien-
lar instance strangled a proposal to estabh-
lish an indusiry within the State’s borders.
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That was the testimony of the former Pre-
mier and Treasurer of this State, made dur-
ing a debate nine years ago. Ever since
that time wuntil recently his Party had been
in power. Is it not a fact, however, that
some years ago the Commonwealth Govern-
ment made an offer to take over portion of
this preat North-West? How was the offer
received? I eare not to what Gevernment
it was made. Why on earth did not the
Willeock Government and, after that, the
Wise Government follow it up? I am not
in faveur of unification but I think my
friends opposite are. If they could not do
justice to such a large undeveloped terri-
tory as exists there, why did not they either
get Federal assistanee or say, “We have not
- got the financial resources to do our duty
by this part of the State; vou take it over?
I make bold to say that no attempt has
been made to get the Commonwealth to
shoulder the financial responsibility that un-
doubtedly cxists there. It is not as if at-
tention has not been dvawn to this matter
by all sorts of people. I will start with the
last. Mr. Dumas has this fo say, “Urgent
need for development stressed.” That is in
“The West Australian” of the 8th August
last. “Empty North. Urgent research need-
ed.” That is by a man whose opinion is
worth having, one of the Duracks, and is to
be found in “The West Australian” of the
10th February, 1945, “Life in the North.
Pastoralists’ difficulties.” That appeared on
the 12th December, 1939, and comes from
Frank Thompsen, Pardeo, Port Hedland.
“Northern Australia, This State’s territory.
Question of transfer.”” That is in “The
West Aunstralian” of the 18th January, 1938.
“Cost of production aftecting fiseal policy.”

That is from a letter from Mr. Sleeman,.

Whim Creck. He has nothing to do with the
member for Fremantle.

All these men have & elose knowledge of
the subject, hut apparently no action has
been taken by the Govermment which has
jnst been defeated at the hands of the
people, Tt was not defeated as the resulf
of lving propaganda—not as the result of
fraud over a twopenny-halfpenny tin-pot
appointment, but as the result of its abso-
lute failure to deliver the goods to the
people! The next matter T want tg diseuss
is trade anion domination. Some years ago
T was present ai a public meeting at Fre-
mantle that was addressed by the Prime
Minister, Mr. Chifley. He said,—
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There are vested interests, other than thos
composed of wealth, who try to bring pres
sure te bear on the Government.

He went on to say,—
Buelt actions will not be tolerated,

What ig the position today? We have hac
the humiliating spectacle for some time pas
of an Eastern States union absolutely die
tating what might be ealled the foreige
policy of the country. It has put an em.
bargt on exports, and now, emboldened by
its success, we have something similar oc-
eurring in our own State. OF course, this
sort of thing will go on while Government:
refuse to exercise their undoubted auth.
ority.  Mr. Chifley, the P’rime Minister,
told the people of Fremantle that such
aetions would not be tolerated. '‘By their
acts ye shall know them.”” They are bring-
ing this eouniry into such a condition that
law and order are things to be sniffed at.
An absolutely dictatorial position has heen
adopted. 1t is not for any one set—[ care
not what seection, whether primary pro-
ducers, lumpers, railway men or others—
to dictate to the duly elected government
of the country. At least, that is if we eave
a twopenny dump about our democratie
system of government! What is this going
to lead to unless some action iz taken?

Mr. Hoar: What sort of action?

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: T want o speak
not only of trade union domination but
of something that has been mentioned fre-
quently throughout the Empire in the !nst
few years, and that is the matter of Cabi-
net domination.

Mr. Mann: A very good subject.

Hon. E. H. H. HALIL:: Those of us who are
anxious to maintain pariiamentary control,
whether it is by a government of our poli-
tical eolour or not, should he jealous of the
present state of affairs. I have for some
vears heen witnessing the expenditure by
Cahinet of huge sums of money. It has eom-
meneed works, without any Parliamentary
nuthority, and then come here and said,
(K. this, becanse yon eannot vefuse to
do so as half the money has heen spent.”
That is a travesty on demoeraey. Our own
Party is in powoer and it is up tn the rank
and file members to sce that we have some
spy. We have put the present Ministers
in thg positions they hold, and we should
keep them un to the collar.
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Hon. A, R. 4. Hawke: This sounﬂs like
a revolt.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Dealing with par-
liamentary Government, I want fo quote
that great American, Thomas Jefferson. He
said— .

That Government'is strongest of which every

man feeld himself a part.
That is true today. So I say to the mem-
bers of my Party, ‘Do not let this Cabinet
get away with something you do not ap-
prove of.” I was pleased to hear, last
night, a young member say when he was
expressing his dissatisfaction, ‘Do 10y be
afraid; stand up and air your views.’’ I
know what it means. My mind goes back
to the gourageous stand, of the member for
Murchison when he got up in this Chamber
and trounced his own Parfy for bringing
in something with which he did not agree.
He said, **That T should live to see the day
when a Party I have supporied the whole
of my life should be guilty of winging in
something whereby the prospector is ban-
ished from the gold-beaving and auriferous
country of the State!”’ [t was scme years
before he was forgiven. With the assist-
ance of the combined parties he managed
to beat his own Government. I shall never
forget his courageous action on that oces-
sion. He has set an example. Tt is easy to
gei up and fight the other side, but not
so easy o rise and speak one’s mind ahout
one’s own crowd. TE T have not been here
where Cebinets are made, I Lave a fair
idea of what goes on. T was in (he Publie
'‘Serviee for some years, and if ome did noi
keep in step and be a good boy, one missed
the plums. Tt is the same here. T do not
say that fo these chaps, heeanse they narve
new, )

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members
are not chaps.

Hon. E. I. H. IIALL: T ap sorry. Mr.
Bernard Shaw is rveporfed to have said,—

Just because = thing is old is not to say
that it is right. Aequit ye like men, be strong,
act for yourself and above all, and the hardest
task of all, think for yourself.
That is what we have to do here. If we
would do our duty fo the people we repre-
sent and—as I told my leader g few weeks
ago, at a mayoral veception at my bicth-
place, Geraldton, which I am hououred to
represent in this Chamber—1 intend, party
or novarty, Government or no Government,

to eontinue in,the future as I bave in the
past. I intend, irrespective of party, to
endeavour to do my duty to the people £
represent. T sincerely hope, Mr. Speaker,
that you will pardon me for making & sng-
gestion to you. I do it in all sineerity and
hope it will be accepted in that spirit. We
have in Western Australia—in common
with the Eastern States—a branch of what
is known as the Empire Parlig:mentary As-
sociation.

It has not been my good fortune to visit
the land of my fathers, affectionately
known as the Old Country, but my son
served for five years in the Air Foree and
from him I gained some idea of what the
people of the 0ld Country suffered during
the last war. Today we all know what is
confronting them and, although individu-
ally we may be doing all we ean, I would
suggest not that the Government do some-
thing, but that we all do something; that
you, Mr. Speaker, confer with your eo-
President of this branch of the Em-
pire Parliamentary Association, with a
view to ecalling a meeting of members
of both Houses. I think it would be
a wonderful gesture to the people of
this country to show that we could sink
our political differences and get fogether
to make a conceried effort to prove to the
people of that dear land of ours that we
appreciate the sacrifices they madé to up-
hold our way of living. 1 support the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-

reply.

MR. KELLY (Yilzarn-Coolgardie) [8.3]:
T desire, Mr. Speaker, to join with other
members in extending fo you my congratn-
lations on your appointment to ‘the office
that yon now hold, and to express.the confi-
dence T feel that you will be able to carry
out your duties, if not as well as did your
predecessor, at least in a manner nearly ap-
proaching his standard. During the counvse
of the debate we have heard a numher of

‘new spegkers making for the first time their

contribution to the debate in this House.
The majority of them made an excellent joh
of it and gave many of the older members
a considerable amount of food for thought.
There were, however, one or two exceptions,
who departed from the style .of inaiden
speech that this House has known for so
long. The previous speaker told us such a
lurid story of Lahour’s sins that I have
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already booked a berth with Old Niek, for
fear that the rush would be so great that
some of us might miss the bus.

The Minister for Lands: At all events you

are going to the right place!

Mr. KELLY: I made only one other
reservation. It was for the Minister for
Lands. .

The Minister for Lands: That is all right.
I know where I am going.

Mr. KELLY: The excellent contribution
of the member for Trwin-Moore te the de-
bate showed that bhe had a thorough know-
ledge of his subject, but I regret to say that
he fell into the same error as many others
and entered the arena of criticism. T have
no intention of eriticising his remarks nor
of joining in the reeriminations that have
been delivered from various quarters—not
excepting either side—during the course of
this debate.

The criticism levelled by the member for
Trwin-Moore was sufficient to spur me to do
a litfle rescarch into some of the sins and
shorteomings that he attributed to Labour.
Some of those actions and enactments took
place before I eame into this House and I
had to delve bhack a long way, but I think
they are worth recording and should be
piven to the House, because some of the
things that Labour is said to have left un-
done are shown by the records to have been
completed. The hon. member levelled plenty
of eriticism at members of the Government
that has gone out of office, for its agricul-
tural or land policy, but I find that there is
ample evidence that a great deal was
accomplished by it and I believe that an
enumeration of its achievements iz well
worth while.

The member for Mt. Magnet last night
told the House that the Agriculture Vote,
which in 1933 was £66,000, was £215,000 in
19468-47, It is interesting to see how some of
the amount voted was expended. During
Labour’s term of office agricultural research
stations were estahlished in a number of
centres, from the Ord River to as far south
as Denmark. In the same period many agri-
enjtural colleges were established, among
the most notable of them being those at
Muresk and Denmark. They were sponsor-
ed, built, opened and carried on by Labour,
to the great satisfaction of many people and
the benefit of the sons of agrienlturalists in
this State. Animal health laboratories gost-
ing over £30,000 were established.
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Perhaps the reason why it is necessary to
remind- members of the expenditore in those
dircetions lies in the fact that neither the
Treasurer of the day nor the Minister
responsible for that department saw fit to
plaee his name on the foundations of these
buildings. In Labour’s land policy also we
sec a great deal of vigour and vision put
into the relief of people who went on the
land in far-flung areas. Large amounts
were written off re-purchased estates. I
know that to be a fact as on many oceasions
I have had to put up cases for people to
whom such reductions were available, and at
all times I succeeded in having creditable
amounts written off for them. The priecs
for conditional purchase land were reduced
in all by £370,000. That was the reduction
in the price of 4,000,000 acres of Crown
Land that was affected in the outer agricul-
tural areas of the State. Inte that writing
down came a large portion of the electorate
that I represent, Yilgarn-Coolgardie.

The marginal arca policy of the Lahour
Government, too, was respunsible for giving
n great deal of satisfaction to many people
in my distriet. Its linking-up policy has
been an outstanding achievement and was
highly advantageous to the many seitlers
who were able to take advantage of it. The
writing down of properties has also given
complete satisfaction. Group settlement in-
debtedness to the tune of £1,879,000 has heen
written off since 1934. Advances under the
Industries Assistance Act bave been written
down during the last 10 years to the extent
of £1,375,000, while Agricultural Bank in-
debtedness written off during Labour's 14
years of office exceeded £8,000,000. The
pastoral industry, ton, has received a certain
amount of eonsideration, the writing off of
land rentz under a scheme initiated by the
Labour Government having been £522,500.
Under the voluntary debt adjustment
scheme, to which the Government contri-
buted, there has been a veduction in debts
exceeding £400,000.

At this stage it is well to remind mem-
bers opposite that Western Australin alone
was compensated for areas thrown out of
production during the war period. Other
States had very strong claims to similar con-
sideration but, owing to the strong case pre-
sented by our representative, a member of
the Government, we were able to obtain over
a period of several years a sum of half n
million a year by way of refund to Assist
the agriculturists of this State. My list is

L]



* (20 Aveust, 1947.]

nowhere near complete, and I ecould not be
charged with levelling undue erfiticism at the
other section of the House if I enumerated
the many other advantages that the State
obtained through the Labour Government.

The member for FKorrest, during his
speech, gave a very entertaining and instrue-
tive  dissertation on the timber industry.
Members, I think, will agree that the out-
standing point of his remagks was that we
in this State should take heed of the very
timely warning he gave. I do not profess
to know much about the timber industry,
but one point missed by the hon. member
was the hoge amount of waste that prevails
on almost every mill, and particularly the
smaller mills. I speak of the material that
is destroyed in the form of sawdust and face
or first ents. This is a matter that should
receive close attention because, in both in-
stances, valuable and useful products are
simply being wasted in the fires that arve
continually burning. The Railway Depart-
ment should consider the question of hanling
much of that waste material to the c¢ity and
even to the country areas, including the Gold-
fields, at o reduced rate in order to eliminate
this extensive waste in an industry which we
have heen told has at best a limited life.

With other members, I must express
regret that the portfolio of Mines has heen
allotted to a Minister in another place. Tke
vast importance of the mining industry war-
ranted the allotment of that portfolio to an
able Minister in this House, and he should
have been given that portfolio alone in order
that he might devote the whole of his time
to the re-building of the industry in its
many phases. )

T intend to direct most of my remarks to
the goldmining industry. Normally, on this
oceasion, my remarks would have been
largely parochial and confined to the require-
ments of the distriet T represent, but T feel
that the national outlook is so serious that
such remarks ean remain in abeyance for
the present in order that I may deal with
the industry on hroader lines. His Exeel-
leney’s Speech contained very little, if any,
indication of Government poliey. Although
the Speech was guite a long one, it contained
only two lines about the goldmining indus-
trv. To me this was surprising, considering
the importance that goldmining must be to
the future of this State. T have awaited some
announcement of Government poliey as to
this indusiry, but apart from one or two refer-
ences from the Mines Department—remarks

4
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by competent gentlemen and a department .
doing excellent work—we have net been given
any indication of the Government’s poliey,
althongh it has held offies for several months,

It is time we were told what the Govern-
ment’s intentions are. I made the same
remark about the Party that was ih power
previously. An aonouncement of policy is
neeessary and has been necessary for quite a
long time. The whole industry is working in
the darlt so far as the intentions of the Gov-
ernment are concerned- The Minister for
Mines has visited various centres and
made certain statements, but no state-
ments that would commit the Govern-
ment to a definite policy. The import-
ance of the industry is so great that no
time should he lost in formulating an elastie
policy, one that is most generous in every
respeet. Despite the increased gold produe-
tion in 1946, the State’s gold output was only
half what it was in 1939. We have had all
kinds of enlogistic remarks about the industry
in the Press, the majority of them in articles
which set out that the indwstry has made
great strides. I am not trying to depreciate
to any degree the advanees that have been
made by the industry but there is room for a
tremendous amount of improvement.

T intend to give the House partieulars of
the vartous positions in which we find the
industry, as I consider these should be given
some consideration. I mentioned the year
1939 for the reason that it was the peak
period of Western Australia’s gold produe-
tion. In that year, 1,214,238 fine ounces
brought to this State £11,842,946. Tn 1946,
616,964 fine ounces were won and brought to
the State £6,640,069. It is reasonable to as-
sume that the 1947 production will approach,
or perhaps even exeeed, slightly over 700,000
ounces, worth from £7,500,000 to £7,750,000.
Undoubtedly, the figures are gradually rising,
but we are now two years from the time of
the cessation of hostilities and T eonsider that
progress to be insufficient if we are to pet
back to the production in the past. At the
present tate of inerease, five years will be
required to reach anything approaching the
progress made from 1934 to the peak year
of 1939, inclusive. An industry which reach-
od the top of the ladder in 1939 fell to the
depth which it reached during the war years.
What is remarkable is that an industry which
fell so quickly will take possibly seven to
eight years to regain the position it held in
1939.
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The industry today is in a parlous condi-
tion eomnpared with its eondition as we knew
it in the past. I make that statement after
having considered the industry from many
angles.  Mining eosts have soaved above the
costs of any other industry. They have
reached a leve]l roughly 30 per cent. higher
than pre-war.  Wages during that time have
inerpased 20 per cent.; eommodities of all
deseriptions, including some we can supply
and others that we must import, have risen
45 to 40 per cent.  But during all that time
we find that the price of golil itself—the pro-
duet that we ave producing at such high ecost
-~has inereased since 1940 only to the extent
of 2.7 per eent. It is ovident that the pro-
dueers eannot continue to shsorb these high
costs and unless some assistanece is given to
the industry it will suffer an irreparable set-
hack heeause of the many difficulties besetting
it. These rising costs are forcing the mining
epmpanics into a most nndesirable position,
that of working on a selective basis. By that
I wean that the quantity of ore held in re-
serve hy the mines is to-day being appreach-
od and attacked from a different angle alto-
gether.  This will result in a loss to the State
of a tremendous quantity of borderline ore.
Millions of tons will he lost and lost for all
time, heeanse in most instances it will be
necessary to fill the various places from which
the ore is being extracted today.

To bridgse the gap of ever-rising costs, it
has been necessary for the major producing
vompanies to treat a much higher grade, of
ore and that, of course, according to the par-
ticulnr size of the ore hody being treated, has
been pocessary to meet to a large extent the
ineregsed costs, and alse to provide share-
holders andl investors, who are the lifeblood
of the induostry when it comes to finding
capital at least some return for their money
that is lying dormant. Selective mining has
been praved ap to the present to have heen
responsible for the reduction of roughly 20
to 25 per cenl. of the available ore in vari-
ous mines.  As an illustration, a mine nor-
mally working on a 4 dwt. head value now
finds it necessaty to step up that head value
and wark an roughly 5 dwt. or better in order
to obtain the same finaneial result as whoen
it wax working on lower-grade ore. The
natura] econsequence nf working this higher-
grade ore is the veduction, to a very great
extent, of the life of the mines. The casos
are not isolated.

Quite a number of mines today are working
on a hasis which eventually will mean con-
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siderable loss to the Htate, not only from a
finaneial point of view but alse frem the
point of view of the employment of those en-
gaged in the industry. The industry today i~
fraught with difficulties. Experienced lahour
is at a preminm; essentizl mining commodi-
ties are in very short supply; delivery of
spare parts is extremely slow; new equipment
is almost unprocurable and, when procurahle
in any form, ghe cost is double and sometimes
treble the pre-war cost; and all reserves, ex-
eept in & Few enses, are becoming depleted, I
am not ‘asserting that the reserves will fizzle
out in a few days, a few months or even a few
venrs, but they are gradually being depleted
becanse of the selective mining that is now he-
ing carvied on.

I fully appreeiate that some of the things
to which I have referred are transitory; but
I wounld add that the industry has heen too
long in that transitory state, The industry,
instead of heing treated as it has been duringe
the past two years, should be in process of
reaching a higher standard than it has ever
attained previously. The setback which the
industry is receiving now, even if remedia!
measures were taken almost immediately, is
going to have its effect over a period of years.
There i« little or no evidence that the gold-
mining industry is being viewed by the Com-
monwealth Goverhment at present in its
proper perspective; and I feel that in viéw
of the fact that Western Australia’s contribu-
tion to the gold won in Australia is 73 per
cent. of Australia’s total production, this
State’s goldmines should be looked upon as a
national asset by the Commonwealth,

The industry in this State is producing a
commodity in eonnection with which there is
no ‘possibility of a slump ever occurring.
There is no chanee of over-production heeause
gold is in such very great demand in all parts
of the world. On the 18th .June, the Prime
Minister visited Kalgoorlie and met a deputa-
tion from the Kalgoorlie Chamber of Mines
which stressed the difficulties confronting the
industry and made a request to the Prime
Minister that he consider the possibility of
providing a Dbounty for it, if not of a per-
manent then of a temporary character in
order to enable goldmining to get on to a
better footing. The Prime Minister said he
could not see his Government agreeing to a
bounty in any form at all. T do not hlame
him for not committing his Government, hut
T think that at that stage the Commonwealth
Government should have had a poliey, just as
our State Government shonld have had one,
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designed to plaee the industry on the footing
it deserves. Towards the end of the confer-
ence, the Prime Minister was asked what was
the Government’s policy in regard to the
industry and his reply was reported in the
Pross as follows ;—

Gold wuax n handy thing to have hut he did
not think they would go on producing gold at
vompletely uneconomic levels. It was a handy
cxchange medium but e¢ould he too costly. It
was not any particular use at the moment ex-
cept to produce dollars, hut in the aggregate
the amount of dellars it produced was not
great. TIle lonked upon the maintenance of
the industry from the angle of employment
and keeping towns in existence.

That was a truly remarkable statement to
come from our national leader, when it is econ-
sidered that he was referring te one of fhe
major industries of this State. T think it can
. be said that those remorks were in direet con-
trast to those made by the same gentleman in
August, 1045, during a previous visit to Kal-
proorlie. At that time he gave most hearten-
ing assurances that this State was going to
climh very quickly into its pre-war position
so far as goldmining wans concerned. He
culogised the Goldficlds for the very excellent
results that had come from those centres hoth
monetarily and from the point of view of
manpower. He eulogised sacrifices made by
the industry and said that when he went back
among his colleagues the very first thing he
would do would be to “pep up” the rehabilita-
tion of that industry.

I contend that the first statement I read
i« entirely out of step with the policies of the
gold producing countries of the world. There
is not one other country the Government ‘of
which is not endeavouring to place back on
the highest possible pinnaele an industrv of
such far-reaching and great importance. The
Prime Minister said that he looked npon the
maintenance of the gold industry from the
employment angle. From that angle tke in-
dustry has done a wonderful job, and 90 per
cent. of the revenue it has produced has gone
haek over a period of years in the employ-
ment of people in the industry. In addition
@old has a decided intrinsic value and an im-
portant hearing on our oversea dollar posi-
tion.
- to supply to a very great extent any surplus
dollars we are likely to amass, partienlarly in
the United States.

Referring to the Prime Minister’s state-
ment that the industry hns very little other
valpe 1 wonld point out the position with
regard to exports of gold and other eommo-

There is no doubt that the industry has

293

dities in 1938-39. In that vear we exported
zold fm}m Western Australia to a
value of £10,750,000: wheat, £3,027,000,
wool, £3,250,000; flonr, £500,000: heef,
£250,000; mutton and lamh, £318,000; fruit,
£648,000; and timbemw £750,000. It is not a
very hard arithmetical problem to discover
that during that vear the aggregate of vx-
ports other than gold was £9,000,000 where-
as gold alone aecounted for £10,750,000.
Yet we are told that the sole value of this
industry is in  promoting emplo_\‘meng!
From the vemarks I have read it is clear
that the Commonwealth Government is ndt
prepared to consider a bounty for the
industry. 1 want to know why! Ther? is no
other industry at present in such dire need
of a bounty as is the mining industry.

In fact no other industry in the whole of
the Commonwealth has heen denied an
opportunity to inereasce prices commensurate
with rising eosts. Other mining industries
have received and are recciving advantages
from the higher prices paid for lead, silver
and zine. The goldminer must be given at
least the face value of the product he pro-
duces. If is his vight to enjoy something
better than the pegged priee for gold.
Again, without lahouring the guestion, rold
is the one product for which Western Aus-
tralta has a permanent oversea market.
Without disparaging our other indwstries, I
say that they are all sabjeet to many
changes. There are price fluetuations,
droughts and other things that ean prevent
an exportable surplus. But that is not so
with gold. If we produced ten millioa
ounces of gold tomorrow we would still have
a ready market for it. Therefore T say
that the future of this State is largely
dependent on what the goldmining industry
will do in the next few months.

I have said that we have heen refused a
bounty. I do not think at the present time
that there is a flat refusal. But it is now
twa months since the request was made and
I have not heard of anything in the form of
a hounty having heen offered. So we must
consider other forms of relief which might
be applicable. Before the war this industry
was responsible, divectly and indirectly, for
the livelihood and support of one-fifth of
the population of this Stote. That is a
wonderful effovt for an industry that em-
plovs so few compared with many other
industries. One form of assistance—and n
very practical one too—that the Common-
wealth Government conld render would he
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to abolish the speeial gold tax of 17s. 714d.
per fine ounce. A tax, as we know, is taken
from profits, or is an addition to selling
prices. That is the general definition of a
tax.

Is this 17s. 7%d. a fax? T say it is not;
it is a levy because {it has to be paid irre-
spective of whether 2 mine is producing on
n profitable basis, or is in an unprofitable
position. That js definitely unjust. If it
were g tax on profits then we should con-
tinne to extract it from the industry, but
2\01; when it is taken before any profit is

ade; and goodness knows there are many
uines in the State today that are working
either. on the borderline of deficit, or are
making but very litile profit! If the Cormn-
monwealth Government is not prepared to
arant a hounty it should terminate this un-
just levy on an industry which today is, in-
stead of being in an affluent position, barely
struggling. Tn fact, I might be permitted
to say that it is floundering.

A bonus in the form of the abolition of
this tax would, at this stage, be a sound in-
vestment, and wonld mark sane business
prineiples. If that were done for the next
two or three years it would enable the
industry to bridge at least part of the gap
esused by rising costs. Without assistance,
the life of the operating mines will be
seriously reduced and the whole industry
hampered. That will have this effect, that
in o few years' time, when we require far
more employment on the Goldfields than we
have today, the mines will not he in a posi-
tion to absorb the necessary number of men.
Relief covld also be given by lifting the arti-
ficial, pegged price. If that were done the
gold producers could sell their product at
its true value.

We have been told in this Chamber, and
read in the Press and in various publiea-
tions that gold is bringing very high prices
on the open market of various countries.
Very notable converts in regard to the prin-
viple of disposing of gold on a free market
cmanate from some of the Frenchmen who,
today, are endeavouring to bring their coun-
try through a period of chaps. The price
for gold on the opep markets of the world
varies considerably. A table recently pub-
lished is worth repeating. It shows varia-
tions, in sterling, from £44 per fine ounce to
£8 12s. At the present time, or within the
last six weeks, gold in India is worth £20
per fine ounce. That is allowing for an im-
port duty of £2 10s. an ounece. In Egypt it
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is worth £15 6s. per fine ounce. In Hong
Kong it is worth £16 Gs; in Mexico, £9 14s,
for bar gold and £11 6s, for coins; in Paris,
£44—that is the peak of the market; in
Turkey, £11 8s. and in London, £8 12s.
These figures are all expressed in sterling.

The price for gold in Australia at present
is £A10 15s. We are also told—I do mnot
know whether the authority is quite as
reliable as what I have just quoted—that in
Bingapore £30 is roughly the price offering
for gold on the black market. I am not
suggesting that we should enter into black
market eompetition with other eountries, or
that our produet is disposed of under those
conditions, because there are sufficient legiti-
mate channels through which we can sell it
to the advantage of this State and the
people engaged in the industry. Mexico
saw fit to dispose of half of its stored gold
at 45 dollars per fine ounce. That gave a
tremendous wuplift to the finances of that
eountry, and there is no doubt that, even if
it retains the half it is now holding, the
extra ten dollars an ounce it has received
will be sufficient to recompense it for quite &
long time, even if there is a falling market,
of which there is not the slightest chance.

If Australian gold were sold on a free
market basis it would not only help this
State, but would help the Commonwealth to
build up a surplus of dollars that are so
badly needed at present. We are told that
the dollar position is responsible for the
shortage of many commodities in the Com-
monwealth, Shortages are attributed com-
monly either to shipping or the lack of
dollars. If it is not convenient to attribute
it to the shipping position the shortage of
dollars is blamed. The same thing comes to
mind when the dollar position is credited
with being responsible for the continnation
of petrol rationing.,

The goldmining industry is playing an im-
portant part in the finaneing of the affairs
of our country, by reason of its overses
value in dollars. I appeal to the Govern-
ment to leave mno stone unturned, in the
interests of this State, but to do, everything
possible to assist the industry. Instead of
the huge strides that were heing made be-
fore the war we are now doing little hetter
than marking time, when it is considered
that an inerease of only 100,000 ounces of
gold was forthecoming during the last twelve
months, while working a higher grade of
ore. I say that without casting reflections
on anyone. If we continue in this apathetic
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spirit and if the State Government—irre-,

spective of its political complexion—sits
down and allows the Commonwealth Gov-
cronment to dictate ferms to the goldmining
industry, instead of its being the wonderful
revenue producing industry that we knew in
1939, it will gradually decline and become
an encumbrance to the State.

MPR. SHEARN (Maylands) [8.53]: It is
a happy chunge, Mr. Speaker, to receive
such ;i reception. I am happy to associate
myself with the congratulations that have
beer so spontaneously offered you. I will not
reiterate what I know is in the hearts and
minds of all members regarding your good
self. I can only express the hope that what
kas eharacterised some stages of the opening
of this &ession will not confinue, because
if it does I am afraid you will be disillus-
ioned after some of the references that have
been made, and [ would hate that to happen.

The first thought that occurs to one re-
gording this session is of the unfortunate
recriminations that have heen indulged in.
It is only natural—as every member who
has fought an election campaign knows—
that there will be engendered a great deal
of intensity and some exaggeration, and
that when the position looks precavious for
cither side that exapgeration develops into
recklesspess. I think there is a good deal
to be said for an overhaul of their view-
points, by all politieal parties, as to the
intelligence of the public generally in the
matter of polities.  One frequently hears
complaints about the apathy of the people
towards pclitics but I sometimes wonder
whether both parties and individuals closely
associated with pelitical matters are not m
large measure responsible for the sitmation
that exists. '

If we are to have a well informed public
opinion and retain or regain the respect in
which Parliamentary institutions should be
held, the Iead must uvhviously come from
those closely associated with Parliament. I
found it interesting to listen to observations
on this aspert at the beginning of the ses-
sion. To propagandists associated with all
parties T would suggest that they might
well direct their attention to presenting to
the public at election and other times fact-
nal statements rather than those bordering
on gross exaggeration, and by that means
bring about a greater interest in polities
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apd in the members who seek to be returned.
The effect of that would be all to the good
in relation to the body politic.

I and the member for Vietoria Park,
heing members of loeal authorities, can view
the picture from another angle. I say—
modestly bui nevertheless sincerely—that
polities in the Parliamentary arena could do
with an injection of the spirit that animates
the work of loecal authorities and the ap-
proach of such authorities to their problems.
I know mombers may say how impracticable
that is, but if speeches made here during

. this session are sincere—and I see no rea-

son to doubt it—there is no reason why
there could notihe adopted the spirit that
permeates the activities of local authorities,
There, whore differences of opinion and of
political ideas are known to exist, the in-
terests of the distriet concerned dominate
the situation. Looking at Australia and at
the world today one must realise that the
primary need is for co-operation. One feels
that if the opening of this session in some
of its phases is to be typical of the rest of
the Parliament that has now begun, one must
say, in the words of the member who sat
down a while ago, “God help Western Aus-
tralia,” beeause the outlook for our country
will be poor indeed.

I think it is grossly unfair for a member
sitting as T do—somewhat associnted with
the Opposilion—at this stage to comment
on what ihe Government should do. T shall
wateh from here what the Government does
in relation to the many problems of great
magnitude that confront it. I would say, in-
cidently, thal I de not zitribute to the Gov-
ernment that reeently left the Treasury
Benches many of the sins alleged against it,
I readily admit that it did a good job, in
many respeets, under most difficult eireum-
stances. Twt us he fair! There are many
things the Labour (overnment omitfed to .
do, but I ask myself, “What good ean eome
from indulging in a post-mortem when we
have such tremendous problems ahead of us
waiting fo be solved,

Though 1 find myself in a rather dilli-
cult position, since some reference has been
made to the Government's siehder majority
and to the faet that we two Independents
will be put to the test, as no doubt we shall
be if one may judge by some of the state-
ments that have been made, T hope that myv
colleague and I will be able to leave thix
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{‘hamber and say that at least we acted
conscientiously in our appraisement of the
various measures submitted for our consi-
ceration, and that so far as our ability would
permit us, we exercised that impartiality
of judgment which is so sorely needed in
Austraiia today. .

I should like to say at the present stage
that one feels this to be all the more neces-
sary in relation to a happening in another
political arena during the jast few days, I
speak of this because, in another sphere, I
had an opportunity of hearing the matter
diseussed. I refer, of course, to the action
of the Commonwealth Government in rela-
tion to banking. I appreciate the efforis
of those members who have given a great
deal of time angd thought to the subject and
kave treated us to dissertations running into
hours. They have impressed me as being
intensely honest in the views they bave
voiced, The remarks of one of those mem-
bers 1 do not intend to traverse; I bow to
his superior knowledge, but reserve the right
to my own opinion that, if democracy is
to survive, we must preserve the funda-
mentals.

When the Commonwealth Government
said to the local authorities, “As from the
1st August, yon shall transfer your accounts
to the Government institution,” it did some-
thing that was definitely wrong, and at the
mecting to which I have referred, I ex-
pressed myself along those lines. In my
opinion, eertain banks have done things that
warranted a good deal of castigation and,
indeed, warranted some of the drastie action
that has been taken very advisedly by var-
ious Governments of the Commonwealth in
order (o enrh and eontrol things, of whieh
every member has a more or less intimate
knowledge.

But this recent determination of the Com-
monwealth Government goes much further.
Banking legislation has already been passed,
amd any membher who has taken the trouble
to study the amendments to the hanking
laws of Australia kniows that today the Com-
monwealth Bank has suflicient control to
guard adenquately against the things which
the banks did in the past and which were
not in the best interests of the community.
I, now, the (ommonvfealth Government
atiains the objective it has in mind, we
may as well say that personal initiative and
private enterprise and the things that con-
stitute the fundamentals of democracy have
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passed away. I say that, irrespeetive of
which Party occupies the Treasury benches,
when that sort of thing happens, the portals
of democracy have been closed and it be-
comes a farce and a mockery.

I could give a number of instances within
my own experience of how vital it is that
there should be, in relation to banking and
other commercial ventures, a cheice of one’
trader. I could quote instances where 2o
presumably reputable bank has decided that
certain things should not be done that were
justifiable, and the Commonwealth Bank in
seveTa] instanees has been in this position,
Luckily for the institution concerned and
for c‘the State, another bank decided to do
it, and two or three of the institutions I
have in mind have been extraordinarily sue-
cessful in increasing employment for artft
sans and others and making material con.
tributions to the Federal and State Treas-
uries. If this proposed legislation he passed,
I wonder what will happen in a situation
like that.

Members know that I do not subseribe
to the platform of the Lahour Party, and
I am equally uninterested in the platform
of the Liheral Party or the Country Party.
My platform is everything and anything,
irrespective of whenee it emanates, provided
it has definitely for its objective the good
of the community. That is the only basis
upon which progress can be made anywhere,
and when could this be more necessary than
at the present stage? So I say I feel al-
most nauscated when a Government, having
failed to gel in what obviously was the thin
end of the wedge, now says, “Very well, if
vou will not take poison, we will eut your
throat because it will be mueh quicker."”

This is the first oceasion on which T have
made statements regarding a definite politi-
cal matter, but it is time we spoke out. 1
redlize that cvery member who subscribes
to the plattorm of that Party has a right
to his opinion, and ‘he wonld be a very poor
menther who, having subscribed to that plat-
form and signed on the dotted line, did not
support those views. However, I am hap-
pily in the position of being ahle to say
what I think, but T should like to know
what would be revealed to be in the minds
of some members of the Federal and
State Lahour Parties if they dared to ox-
press their real views.



[20 Avcusr, 1947.]

Somebody might tell me that this state-
ment amounts to a charze of insincerity.
I realise that you, Mr. Speaker, would not
pefmit me to mentien a famous Bill that
was introduced on one oecasion but, without
~pecifying the measurd, 1 want to say that
I told the Minister econcerned when I was
speaking to the Bill what I thought of it.
He, however, did not elect to reply to me.
This isx what I told him and I still mean
it—*ITe had no mowe interest in the Bill
than I had, which was nil, but he had to
put it up because he had been told fo do
I did not blame the Minister for so
doing: he had subscribed o the principle of
the Bill.

All T ean say is that the sooner parties
cenerally appreciate the drift that is oe-
curring in every direetion, the sooner will
they ain the full respect of the publie
at large, the sooner we shall not have the
spectacle, as we often do, of 41 per
cent, of the people, instead of 100 per cent.
voting, and the sooner Australia, and Wes-
tern Australia in partieular, will be travel-
ling along the road of progress. There are
many natters in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech
upon which one could say a great deal
The Speech resembles its predecessors so far
as T am able to judge. It seems to be a
foreword to a book of aceount and 1 am
more interested in the possible plans which
the Government has in mind. As I said
earlier, however, it would be grossly unfair
to eriticise the Government at this stage,
heeanse we do not know what it is going
to do,

o

Mr, Necdham: It does not know itself!

Mr. SHEARN : I shall not reply to that
interjection, as it takes me all my time to
watch my own thoughts and express them.
The (lovernment’s majority is slender, I
was impressed by a statement made by the
Leader of the Opposition, when he was
speaking on the Supply Bill, as to the
legislation which the Government has al-
remly indicated that it is bringing forward.
T presumne my friend on my left has been
similarly impressed. The Leader of the
Opposition has expressed, in essenee, my
nttitude.  In other words, I find myself
extraordinary as it may appear from the
remarks I have already made, in the posi-
tion of saying that I belicve there is some
wood in the worst of us and—

]
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o Mr. Mawshall: A little bad in the hest
of us,

Mr, SHEARXN: Yes. The Leader of the
Opposition had this to say—

There will he.from me, and these associnted
with me on this side of the Chaniber, e
keenest desire—interpretating as I do the pub-
liv unxiety-—that we should as a party give
the new Government every reasonable oppor-
tunity of carrying out its promises. I inter-
prel the decision of the pnblic to mean that
auch reasonable opportunity should be given
the Government, The Government has, in ity
two parties, twenty-five seats and, acvepting
the defeat of our Government in the proper
spirit, we are anxious that the mew Govern-
ment should be given an opportunity to show
the publie its ability in that conpection,

Quite apart from the fact that those words
oxpress my sentiments, it is what I would
have expected the Leader of the Opposition
to say, knowing him as I do. T am sineere
in saying that I would have heen saddened
had he said anything else, because whatever
may have heen said against the Government
of which he was the Leader and its sins
of omission and commission,’ I do not think
any membor can truthfully say that the
Leader of the Opposition is not utterly
sineere, It might well have been that he
himself could be in the position of the
present Premier, with 23 members support-
ing him. T rememher that at one stage
during the ecounting at the last clection,
I could have, were I a betting man,
have laid some odds as to who was going
to be Premier. In faet, I heard the

-member for Vietoria Park mentioned as

the prospective Premier in a ecoalition
Giovernment, bot Ilnckily that did not hap-
pen. To be serious, I hope that as the ses-
sion proceeds the members sitting with the
Leader of the Opposition will remember
the assuranee hé gave on behalf of himself
and his Party. I trust that the Govern-
ment will, in turn, appreciate the attitude
of the Opposition. -

I slso hope that, unlike some Govern-
ments in Australia today, the Government
will see to it that in relation te its pro-
posals, legislative and otherwise, it will em-
brace the ideas, knowledgze and wide ex-
perience which ean he obtained within this
Chainber, Some reference was made humor-
onsly by my celleague on my left to our
omission from Committees in this Chamber,
T was rather surprised that he mentioned
the matter, beeause T have been aecustomed
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to being overlooked in that respect. The
previous Government did not put us on any
Committee, either. I have some thoughts
on the matter, but as I do not wish fo
strike a disecordant note at present and am
Mt particularly interested in this aspect, I
do not propose to utter them. I assure the
Government, however, that if we are not ap-
pointed to any Committees dealing with the
administration of the State or with matters
upon whieh the Government desires to take
counsel from the Opposition, it will get a
savage reception from me if I am left out.
I make this remark not because of the posi-
tion occupied by the member for Victoria
Park and myself in this Chamber. A man
who would take that advantage would be
unworthy to be a member of Iarliament.
On the other hand, the Government will be
equally unworthy if it deliberately leaves
the member for Vietoria Park and mysell
out of its deliberations,

«  We represent a considerable pumber of
constituents and, notwithstanding that we
arc not members of a Party, we have an
equal right to know what the Government’'s
proposals are before they are flung on to
the Table for us to be merely voting ma-
chines. 1 do not propose to acecept that
sitnation, nor do I think from present indi-
eations that it is intended. However, a
word of warning sometimes will not come
amiss. I do not think the Opposition will
adopt politieal tacties. 1 would view such
tactics not only with grave suspicion hut also
with no inconsiderable amount of disgost.
Having sat opposite the previons Govern-
ment sinee [ have heen a member of this
Chamber T do not expect that to happen,
There will he many diffevences of apinion,
very sharp differences, but I believe decency
and sineerity will be the keynote of all
Parties in our diseussions here, That heing
s0, this session can be produetive of much
good, !

The member for Geraldton tonight refer-
red to the erisis in the Old Country. While
I prefer not to make any comment on his
suggestion, we have a definite obligation to
make a contribution to England so far as
lies in our power.  Notwithstanding the
contribution that Australia made to the
war effort of the Empire by providing
sailors, soldiers and airmen, we must al-
ways bear in mind the tremendous saecri-
fices made by England for the Empire of
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which we are an integral part. We must
remember her great effort for civilisation
when she stood alone. Not all sections of
the Australian community ean stand in
front of a mirror, look at themselves, and say
that we did as mueh. I do not want to go
into details. Every member knows that Aus-
tralia has not mnade a 100 per cent. effort
tn date. Words are not sufficient. It is
our duty, if we are to maintain our prestige
as Australians and Britishers, to make the
best contribution we can, and to make it
immediately, to assist the Old Country.

Getting back to our own State, I notice
that in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech there
is reference to the position -regarding mat-
erials.  Members will recall that durine the
war I had something to say ahout ihis mat-
ter.” When it was porfectly obvious to the
layman that the war between the Allies anid
Japan was almost nver, T said that the {ime
had arrived when there should be a diversion
of men from the various Services to places
where they were requived for the purpese
of preparing raw materials for the day
when the war would end. But all approaches
lhat were made, inelading that of the then
Premier, were utterly ignored, ¥ sometimes
feel, as he cxpressed himself, that the Com-
monwealth Government was'too easily led hy
those who wished to preserve their jobs. 1 do
not say that was the position of all of them
but T am satisfied that no good excuse was
given for the refusal to release those mer
who were so urgently nceded for peace-
time rehabilitation. So the genesis of most
of our trouble with regard to shortages of
huilding and other materials can be traced
fo the fact that consideration of the mat-
ter was left all too late.

When one starts to eriticise the Govern-
ment in relation to the building programme
in Australin one has to go further back
than 147, When we do that we discover
that instead of building up, as we should
have done, the varions supplies of materials
against the moment that wonld arise when
they would be required in great quantities,
we let everything become depleted; and so
we find ourselves in the morass we are in to-
day, I am sure that the Premier and his
Ministers will exercise themselves at this
source of the trouble and see that as
quickly as possible we get more men and
machinery into the production of those needs
which are in such short supply. I look

’
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to see an intensification of co-operation be-
tween all interested in the production of
materials, so that there will be an accelera-
tion of that production. We kpow that
today materials are not being prodoced at
the rate at which the available manpower
and machinery are capable of producing
them. [ believe that if there could be the
right approach and the situation could be
disenssed frankly there wonld be a consid-
erable improvement in the rate of outpnt.

Unless this end of the problem is tackled,
I consider it will he a very considerable
time before it will he possible to bring abont
those improvements concerning which the
ircoming Government had something to say
at election time. Every member knows just
how serious this problem is and how grossly
uwnfair it is for us to be discussing migra-
tion on the one hand and refusing yvouny
married couples on the other hand the right
to have a home. I am not blaming the ad-
ministration of the department for that;
but every membher knows that if one walks
into the materials section of the Workery'
Humes Board or goes down to the tenaney
sub-department and makes an application
on behalf of a man and his wife and child
one is told that the man has not any priority.
What a seandalous state of affairs that is.
llow ean we hope te gei any population
under those conditions?

Every member knows of people who are
living in conditions that would be objected
to even in Indin, bad as conditions are
there. T am not entirely blaming the past
Guvernment for this. But when one listens
to members indulging by the hour in re-
eriminations, it is a bit nauseating when
one thinks of the cruecial problems that are
awaiting attention. I would suggest to the
(fovernment that it get right down to these
things and see what can be done. It is
necessary for us to remould our ideas, I

admit quite veadily that we cannot turn’

away a man with a wife and four or five
children, bat let us not talk humbug about
increased population and then tell a man
with g wife and child that he has no priority
for a home, I listen to that statement al-
most every day. Some time ago in the
Federal House the Minister for Migration.
Mr. Calwell, when replying to a question
on the subject of migration, said—

The sad truth ig that Australia, as we know

it, ia only 150 years old, but we are slowly
blecding to death, If the net rate of repro-
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duction does mot improve, we will be finighed
as g nation at the end of another 50 years.
He also said—

Our survival as a nation and development
as a power in world affairs is very largely
dependent upon a greater inerease in the birth
rate within Australia. It has been stated that
the percentage of Australinns over the age of
65 has almost doubled sinve the beginning of
this century and the percentage of children
under 13 hag fallen by one-third, Childless
marriages have éncrensed from 13.3 to 22.3 in
the last 30 years, whilst in 40 years the aver-
age number of children per marriage has
failen from four to two. In short, marricd
couples arc merely replaving themseives.
That is exzelly what is happening in West-
ern Australia. And we talk abont migra-
tion! Commendable as the effort of the
Commonweillth Government is—and I think
it is commendable—in siriking for a target
of 75,000 migrants a year, that is only
tinkering with the subject. If it were nof
that I feel that Goveroment is utterly sin-
cere, I would think that it was just hypo-
eritical when I go to Government depart-
ments and am told that becanse a man has
only one or two children he has not even
priority for a home or for materials. That
is the reason why Parlizinentary institutions
and Parties are disciplined at election time.
Let me assure the House that the publid
are awakening to these things ag people in
ather countries have awakened. As Teq
sponsible eitizens in a British community
we do not want to see things develop
here to the stage they have reached else-
where, There is a grave responsibility rest-
ing upon ns to see that we play our part
irrespective of petty Party views in the
building up of a Western Australia and an
Australia that will be a credit to us and of
great wse to posterity.

I now ecome to a sabjeet on which I would
like to have a Jot to say. But I have found.
that the Minister, in my approaches to him,
has showr a definite inclination to recognise
the shorteomings of his department and a sin-
cerity of purpose in relation to an adjustment
of the position to which T am about to draw
attention. I refer to the total inadequacy
of nceommodation at schools in my distriet,
in keeping with tbat at other centres. In
one school, as the Minister knows, is an
average of over 53 children per.class. Af;
election time I think the Premier said that
he believed a desirable target was 30. Tak-
ing into aceount all the leeway that has to
be made up, I am prepared to split the
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difference with him and say that a definite
effort should be made, as soon as it is
physieally possible, to bring the number
down to 40. That is on two counts, firstly
in the interest of children, becanse I con-
not imagine that they can receive the full
benefit of the educational facilities if there
are 50 or more of them in a room; and
secondly, it is equally unfair to the teacher.

It is no wonder we have a discontented
Tenchers' Union. I am quite sure that the
former Minister for Education who, in-
cidentally, did quite a good job, could say
much more than I ean on this matter and
would be much more caustic. I am, as 4
layman, merely telling the Minister for Edu-
cation that I look to him for some improve-
ment.  Aszociated with this, also, is the
ynestion of the equipment at the schools.
In my district, in common with others, it
is positively antiquated. One would be
justified in putting up a eardboard. sign
saying, “Visit our institntion of antiquity.”
T understand that there is a committee—and
I have taken the trouble to ascertain its
personnel—of representative people who
understand . every phase of this question.
These people examined the proposed new
equipment, in the way of desks, and made
certain reeommendations. Yf my informa-
tion is correct, the dual desk will make a
material difference to the space available
and, consequently, will necessarily reduece
the number of children in each room.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You mean, the single
desk.

Mr. SHEARN: Yes. T nofice that the
Minister for Hdueation is looking at me.
I gusure him I am not disclosing any seerets.
A Press statement of his appeared about
this and that is what started me looking
into the matter. I find, nx an independent,
that I have to get around and look for in-
formation, I would be interested fo know
two things: TFirst of all, is the Ministér
willing to lay upon the Table of the House
that particular report? 1T think it would
he most informative and we would find
whether we have been 1ightly advised as to
its contents, Tf not, 1 would axk him this
guestion:  Does he propose to adopt the
rurmestions dealing with the desks? Tf so,
will they he single or double type desks?
And, in any event, what proposal has hd
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to make to the aspect I have mentioned as to
the number of children per room? I would
also like to know from him whether, if some
replacement of desks is 1o be made, he pro-
poses to perpetuate the obsolete articles

“we have now, or whether he intends to in-

stal the morlern and desirable types of decks.

In my distriect we have two schools, in
one of which there are between six and seven
hundred children, This school is on a piece
of land that was donated to the Government
in the dim and distant past. It is down in

- & hollow where no-one would have paid much

for it in any event, and the result is that
drainage is a problem. I recently brought
under the notice of the Minister the ques-
tion of providing adequate drainage for the
sehool grounds. If this were not so serious
it would be rather amusing. The Education
Department, on the one hand, sends people
around to investigate the health of the
children, and on the other it tells them to
remain at school for five days a week under
conditions' which' militate against a con-
tinuity of good health. I recognise that the
Government has many of these schools, hut
this is not a mejor task, nor is it one involv-
ing stupendous swms of money. This Gov-
ernment was eritical of its predecessor, and
I look to it to produce some results in this
matter within a-reasonable time.

I had an idea of saying a lot abouf our
railway service, but I feel that the subject
has heen flogged to the stage where one
would not be justified in inflicting it further
on the House tonight. Suffice it to say that
the inquiry in progress today will place
responsibility where it rightly belongs. It
will also awaken the Government and the
department generally to their responsibili-
ties, or to a better sense of them. The de-
partment’s financial strueture will have to
be materially altered and given some semh-
lance of commercial practice. In addition,
the Commissioner of Railways, or whoever
may he in charge of franspert, will have to
he given power to contrel the transport <y=-
tem of this State.

Members know that many of the debit<
which stand against the Railway Deparviment
are leracies of past Governments which, for
political expediency, established railways at
times and at eosts that gave them no evono-
mic future from the commencement. T hope
that whatever system we have for the State'’s
transport in the future will be established
on a basis comparable with those of some of
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the big private underfakings which, as well
as giving consideration to their employees
—a matter in which the Railway Depart-
ment is well behind——provide handsome
refurns to their shareholders. But they have
only one object in view, and that is the giv-
ing of service, They do not have to worry
about political situations, As s result, they
do not have the deficiencies that are ap-
parent in State railways.

Before I leave the question of transport,
I would- like to say to the Minister that
some {ime ago, the member for North Perth
*—now the Chief Secretary—and I brought
under his notice—indeed, we approached his
predecessor—the necessity for the develop-
ment of additional lines in the .metropolitan
area, and I think that suggestion should be
given due consideration. I reeeived nofifiea-
tion from the Minister, telling me that the
construetion of the Meltham station would
alleviate the position about which I was
complaining. It has as much relationship
with the project that I was after as would
an additional bus service to South Perth!
But I want to confess at once that the
Minister took the trouble to have a look
at the Meitham station, and ke readily ad-
mitted that there was no advantage to be
derived by us from it. But be has not given
ns any promises yet, and I am assuring him
that since T have been a member of this
House I have always, hefore submitting a
matter foreibly to a Minister, tzken on my-

self the responsibility of ascertaining
whether or not the praject was sufli-
ciently urgent for it to be pressed.

In that respect the new service for which
I am asking must be provided either by
the Government or throngh a permit being
granted to the man who has already asked
permission to eonduct the serviee.

If the Government for anv good reason
cannot provide this service—Y would re-
mind it that I also believe in private en-
terprise—it should allow private enterprise
to do so. T know it is the desire of the
tiovernment that existing serviges should
be protected, providing that they are
safisfactory, but I will not he satisfed
by being told that because a public service
is likely to be affected adversely the Gov-
ernment will not ‘do what I have asked, or
allow anyone else to do it. My request is
hacked by the unanimons opinion of the
people ig that arvea. lleniion is made, in
His Excellency’s Speech, of the-desire of
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the GQovernment, as & social serviee, to in-
stal sewerage in townsbips of more than
G600 dwellings, where water supplies are
available, provided the annual loss dees not
exceed one-third of the annual expense, I
wish to refer to parts of the metropolitan
aren where pensioners, living in sewered
areas, are still served by the pan system.
XNot only is it uneconomie to the loeal auth-
ority and the people concerned, but it is
unfair to those adjoining who have instal-
led sewerage, It is altogether undesirable.

In presenting this matter to the previous
Government, and discussing it with depart-
mental officers, 1 was told that the financial
aspect was the stumbling block. In the in-
terests of public henlth it should be pos-
sible to conneet such places up with the
sewerage and lodge a charge against the
property in the same way as the Taxation
Department does in relation to land tax,
and as local authorities ean do in relation
to rates. In the main, when those proper-
ties were realised—whether on the death of
the pensioner or by some other means—the
money would be recovered by the Govern-
ment. Sewerage is necessary in progres-
sive areas where land values, if it were not
for the pegging of prices, would have in-
creased. I am not speaking of' inflated
values, but of the legitimate upward trend.
T ask the Government to investigate this
matter on the lines T have suggested, in
order that something may be done.

I notice, also, that the Government pro-
poses to re-organise the mental hospital
serviees, and I would bring to its notice a
matter that the member for Geraldton men-
tioned, which to some extent affects the
mental hospitals in onr State. T refer to
the alarming inerease throughoot Australin
of sex offences. That hon. member por-
traved the position of & man owing to the
erime of murder, but I wish to deal with
the inercase in sex e¢rimes. Under an anti-
quated section of the Criminal Code we
treat these people as eriminals, They are
taken hefore a judge and jury and are sen-
teneed to various terms of imprisonment.
I can cite eases of persons whn have come
out of prison with the best of intentions of
leading a new and better life, but who, for
psyehelogieal and medical reasons  have
nitimately found themselves again be-
fore the Court, and eventually serving a
further prison sentence.
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The community is not facing up to iis
respousibility in the matter. It is not only
these individnals—unfortunate though they
are—who are affected, It is a matter of
- the utmost{ importance to the wkhole social
strueture of Australia. T was so interested
in the case of an unfortunate person who is
gerving a second term of imprisonment for
such an offence, and so eoneerned about the
whole set-up, that I wrote to several States
in Ameriea, where I had read that the auth-
orities were leading the way in reform in
such matters. The Attorney General has,
throngh me, copies of enactments in various
States of America. While I appreciate that
many of the aspects incorporated in those
enactments would not necessarily be applie-
able or suitable to Western Australia, the
genesis of the correct ideas may be found
in them. I hope that in such matters the
Government will broaden its outlook and
take into account this alarming inerease in
sexunl offences,

I will deal with various items that in.
terest me under the different headings on
the Estimates. I hope my remarks tonight
will he taken by all members as being
uttered with sineerity and a full sense of
my responsibility to this House, to my elee-
torate and the community. T hope we will
see co-operation between the Opposition
and the Government, without which there
can be no progress either in this House or
in the country. So long as the Govern-
ment serves the best interests of the State
and does not yield to ‘pressure from indi-
viduals or groups in relation fo its legis-
lative proposals, T will support it. If, how-
ever, there is any possibility of a departure
from that very wise attitude, then I shall
be required, with my colleague, the mem-
her for Victoria Park, to consider just what
attitude to adopt. In conclusion, T trust
that the deliberations of this Parliament
will take the State a little further along
the road towards the very necessary pro-
gress, which should be part of the future
nf Western Anstralia.

MR. CORNELL (Avon) [9.51]: To the
eongratulations of previons speakers T
should like to add my own. I feel sure
that Mr, Speaker will carry ont his high
office with the same strict impartinlity that
has charaeterised the holders of his honour-
able position down through the years. T
wounld also congratulate yon, Mr. K Depntr

[ASSEMBLY.]

ipeaker, upon being appointed to the
(hairmanship of Committees, and I trust
your term of office will be equally success-
tul. In passing, I desire {¢ make referenc
to my predecessor in this House, Mr, Tel-
fer, and to pay a tribute to what he did in
the interests of the Avon eleciorate. Al
though he was in that position for a very
short time—that may be the fate awaiting
me as well—I want it to be reeorded that
he did a very gouod job in the interests of
the constituency he represented, and for his
efforts in that respect 1 award bim full
marks,

The Government of the day alse did quite
a good job in the Avon district. Whether
that was berause it is a borderline seat 1
do not know, but evidently while the work
of that (Governpient was appreciated by the
electors there, it was not so appreciated
that they did not desire some change and,
in faet, there was an alteration in my fav-
our. Having been associated with polities
in a smull way for many years through
my father’s membership of another place,
I possess a full realisation and appreeia-
tion of the uncertainty of the political game.
I know that the fide that washed me into
my present seat in this House, might easily
wash me out of it in the future. However,
while 1 am bere, I shall endeavour to do
my best fo carry on the traditions that my
father observed in another place, and if 1
can do one-tenth as much good as he did,
T shall have a clear conseience,

T notice from a perusal of the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech that the Government con.
templates an amendment of the Rural Relief
Fuod Act. In this regard T must express
some concern. My regret is that apparenthlyr
the intention of the Government does mnot
o quite far enough, although it is a step
in the right direction. The Aet is rather
lopsided. It has foreced unsecured creditors,
such as small storekeepers, to accept com-
positions in respeet of their debts but it
has not done much to recondition the debts
of secured creditors. It did serve a use-
ful purpose in the direction of rehabilitat-
ing farmers at a time when they needed
help most.  Although the contemplated
amendment does not go as far as many of
us would like, it may be that the Common-
wedlth Government will be indunced to re-
verse its past deeision and give the neces-
sary consent, which would enable the Gov-
ernment to estinguish entirely debts in re.
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spect of dues under the Rural Relief Fund
Act,

In common with the member for May-
lands, I am a little disappointed in connee-
tion with the Government’s proposition to
sewer towns where there are over 600 dwell-
itizs, Sueh a proposal will not mean a great
deal to the country areas as not many have
that number of homes. 1 supgest to the
Gove, ument that the decision in that respeet
be revonsidered so that the arvchaie system
that obtains in many rural centres can he
abolished. with benefit to the health of
the community. I also commend the Gov-
ernment on its proposal to eonsolidate the
many Acts that exist in connection with the
functions of local governing authorities.

I trust that the proposed legislation eon-
templates. the striking of ope rate only,
which would he an over-all rate, thus doing
away with the necessity that exists at pre-
sent of siriking three rates—geneval, health
aml vermin—each of which has to be deter-
mined separately. I suggest that a local
authority rate be sirnck as the sole one
to be levied, apart, of course, from loan
rates. I wonrld like some reform provided
in connection with the present audit sys-
tem with reeard to loenl authorities. The
reform should take the shape, for instance,
of doing away with pinpricks that irritate
at present dne to the fact that the seeretary
is not treated as the chief executive officer,
but in ninety-nine out of a hundred cases
ax a potential speculator,

Reference was made by the memher for
Perth to the shocking cenndition of the olee-
toral rolls, and in that respect T ean con-
cur in his remarks. Iis experience was that
many nsmes fhat should have heen included
on the vells were not there. T experienced
that to some extent, hut, on the other hand.
1 found on the Avon voll the names of
some hundreds of people which should not
have been included. The people concerned
had left the distriet or had died, and during
the clection enmpoign the number of cir-
eulars that were returned through the Dead
Letter Office was really surprising.  His
suggestion with regard to co-terminus elee-
tornl houndaries was commendahle.
it that in the eonntry distriets he presup-
poses further subdivisions but in that ve-
gard the Commonwealth aunthorities might
not be prepared to agree. However, certain
amendments of the Electoral Act are over-
fue, partienlarly one that wounld prevent

T take

303

what is apparently possible now, namely,
a dead man heing permitted to exercise the
franchise, When he spoke the other even-
ing, the memher for Bevevley delivered what
was a veritable dirge of despondency.

Ifon. A. R. G. Hawke: Hear, hear!

My, CORNELL: He was very pessimistic
sthout the future of the parliamentary in-
stitution. Although [ am a newcomer to
this House, I feel I cannot concur in what
the hon. member said, I am afraid he wax
in a particolarly morbid mood that evening
and his remarks to new members were, to
say the least of it, not very encouraging. T
do agree that many people are cynical re-
garding the parliamentary system and fo a
large degree that evnicism is due to the fact
that they consider that parliamentarians do
not work. T ean give that assertion the lie
direet. In support of that eontention, some
people urge that for seven months of the
vear 0v thereahouts, Parliament does not sit.
I have beard it said that we should not wit
at all for the full 12 months, but obvicusly
I cannot agree with that suggestion. On the
other hand, T submit that if there were two
sessions each year, the public would appre-
ciate the fact that members of Parlinment
were endeavouring to carry oui their dnties.
Furthermore, such a system would tend to
prevent the rather mad rush that usually
characterises the c¢lose of the session, and
which iz not always condueive to the passing
of good legislation. 1 would strongly sup-
port any proposal for holding two sittings
of Parliament each vear.

There has been telk of political jobbery,
but this has been praectised by both parties
and, T regret to say, seems to have become
part and parcel of our political life. People
seem to neeept it philosophically, and when
there is a ¢hange of Government there is, Lo
a large extent, a change in ecertain johs.
Membership of the Licensing Bench has long
been regarded as a political plam. Tn faet
it appears to have heen crcated for that
speecific purpose. After pulling in the party
cart for some years the hacks are then torned
out into this well pastured politieal paddock
—the Licensing Court. This also applies to
other State jobs. This obtains also in other
spheres, although in this State the financial
consideration is small and it daes not assnme
the proportions experienced in the Federal
arena,

Much has been said about the various
boards and eontrols with which we have to
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put up in these days. The chief complaint
seems to be that hoards and controls have
multiplied so greatly during the last decade.
In my opinion, some ef the existing boards
are entirely unnecessary, though some serve
a- usefol -purpose. Those that arve mere
excrescenses ¢ould well be abolished without
any great disadvantage to the community.
It has been said, and I agree, that had there
Jbecn hoards in Nogh's time the Ark would
never have been bnilt.

The subject of housing has been plastered
a good deal and will continue to be s0. The
Government is not to blame for the present
deplorable position, but it will incur blame
if steps are not taken fo remedy existing
troubles. The housing problem is approach-
ing the stage of hordering on a national
emergeney and eivil servants do not secem to
be able fo cope with the situation. A sug-
gestion has been made that a committee from
inside Parliament would do better. This
suggestion contains some merit and I think
could be implemented with resuits advant-
ageons to the many home-seekers who are
now viewing the future with a good deal of
concern.

We have had frequent pessimistic expres-
sions about the future by leading public
men. A prominent South African said that
it seemed as if people were grumbling be-
cause there was not cnough gloom to go
round. From the Prime Minister down, we
have had pessimistic nffterances whiech, I
consider, are unwarranted. Provided, as the
Leader of the Opposition stated the other
night, in a thoughtfu! speech, the will of
the people to work is not undermined, pos-
terity has nothing to fear. This is my first
speech in the House, and to say that T feel
nervous would he an understatement. West-
ern Australin is a young Staic and a plastic
State, and T urge the Government to mould
it along sound lines, Members on the Op-
position side of the House do not seem to
be n bad lot of fellows, and I believe the
future of the State will be safe in the hands
of the present Government.

T thank members for the attentive hearing
they have given me. T do not know whether
T shall speak very often, but when I do, T
hope it will be on a subjeet of which I have
some knowledge. I thank members for their
forbearanee and appreciate what they have
done for me, both inside and outside the
Chamber, sinee I heeame a member. Much
has Jbeen said about election technigue. Al

.

[COUNCIL.]

I can say that this is inevitable at clection
fime. On such an oceasion, one’s tongue is
apt to outrun one’s better judgment, and
possibly things are said that are not meant.
Ay often happens, the good goes to the
bottom and the rottenness rises to the top.
In my elvetorate I endeavoured to make the
fight a clean one, ond I must acknowledze
that my opponent (lid the same thing.

On motion by My, Styonts, debate ad-

Journed,

House adjonrned at 10.0 p.m.

Tegislative Concil.

Thur-day 21st August, 1947,
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

STIRLING HIGHWAY BUS ROUTE.

As to Easing Picking-up Regulation,

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines:

Will the Government give consideration
to allowing privately owned buses, now
licensed to operate along Stirling Highway,
to pick up and set down passengers at
selected points on the irolley bus route?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes, the matter is under consideration,

ROAD BOARDS.

Ar to Proposed Roadmaking-Machinery
Pool,

Hop. H. L. ROCHE (for Hon. A. L.
Loten) {on notiee) asked ihe Minister for
Mines:

Following on the statement in thlb morn-
ing’s issue of “The West Australian™ by
the Minister for Works regarding the pro-



